CHAPTER XIV
A. THE GREAT EMIGRATION

of thousands of the Kingdom of Poland’s best citizens after the

fall of Warsaw in 183r was as instinctive as the autumnal
migration of birds and of the same dual character: a primordial urge,
on the one hand, to escape destruction, and a quest, on the other, for re-
newal of energy and reinforccment of sirength. It was undertaken in
hope, as much as in fear, and those who fled had no notion when they
abandoned their country that they would be away for long. They left
the Kingdom in the sure conviction that they were serving the
homeland better by fleeing than by remaining, and that they would be
back in a few months, as their ancestors were in the days of Kosciuszko,
fighting in a Polish legion. The fugitives dreamed of *“ wreathing a new
nest for the white-winged eagle of Poland" under the holy sky of
France, and of avenging their fatherland’s destruction with their own
life-blood. *“Not one of us,” wrote an emigrant of 1831, ““had he been
able to foresee that our road was one leading to long and inglorious
exile. . .but would have let himself be beaten to the last drop of
blood, but would ‘rather have died, than to have doomed himself
voluntarily to the fate which lay in store for us.”

The Polish exiles had every reason to believe they would find
active support for their cause in France. They were confident that
the French would assist them in forming a legion, if for no other
reason than that of gratitude to the nation which, by timing its
Uprising so advantageously, had blocked the T'sar’s plan of sending an
army to France to wipe out the fruits of the July Revolution. The
Pales knew, moreover; that many in France believed Poland’s cause to
be their own.: they had read repeatedly in the Irench press statements
to the effect that France, in order to preserve for herself the blessings
of liberty, should “assist everywhere the rising of the masses that wish
to follow her example”. Finally, the Poles had received more than
once invitations like the one issued by General Lafayetie after the fall
of Warsaw: ‘““We are ready to receive, if it be necessary, these noble
scions of the nation which has fallen in our defence. May they find at
our firesides, firesides of their own, and in our fair country their own
dear motherland.”

)

r I YHE impulse of flight which manifested itself in the emigration
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The goal of most ot the Polish fugitives was Pans, and for a few
weeks they had no trouble in getting to it, since France erected at
first no barrier at any of her borders. The route across Germany,
morcover, was not only open but actually inviting. It was an age of
ideologies, and the password of a partisan of Liberty was good in
every country. Since everyone loocked upon the Polish fugitives as
soldiers in spirit, if not in fact, on the side of Liberty, these were
greeted as friends all along the way in Germany by those who resented
the terrible stagnation induced by the Metternich régime. Everywhere
circles of ‘‘Friends of Poland” sprang up, banquets were arranged in
honour of the emigrants, odes were recited praising their heroism,
money was pressed into their hands and women flung themselves at
their feet, so that by the time they reached France the Poles were
well on the way to being spoiled.

There were many Poles in Paris to greet the Emigration. Leonard
ChodZko was there, a warm friend of Lafayette and a member of the
National Guard; so was Julius Stowacki, the brilliant young poet, and
Frédéric Chopin, both of them fledglings of twerty-two, both haunted
already, as so many of the later emigrants were, by a sense of being
“Lord Jims”. The chiefs of the old Polish legation were likewise in
Paris, General Kniaziewicz and Ludwik Plater. These continued,
though accredited diplomats no longer, to cultivate as private citizens
any members of the Government who would receive them, especially
the powerful President of the Chamber, Casimir Périer.

Legend has it that the Emigration reached Paris about 20 October
1831. On that day a young man, obviously foreign, his arm in
a sling and his clothes travel-stained, appeared in the Faubourg
Montmartre, crying, “Honneur 4 la Pologne !, Hearing his words the
crowd quickly took up the theme, shouting, *Brave Polonais] Vive la
Pologne!”,

The young Pole of Montmartre wis nameless and unknown, Soon,
however, others of his race well known to fame arrived in Paris; on
24 October Bronistaw Niemojowski, last Prasident of the National
Government; on the 2gth Joachim Lelewel; on 2 November Mauryey
Mochnacki and his brother Kamil. .

Once in Paris, the leaders quickly made preparations for receiving
the flood of refugees that they knew would soon arrive. Blocked by
Périer from Government aid, Niemojowski turned to the Central
Franco-Polish Committee of Lafayette for assistance, calling, at the
game time, a meeting of the emigrants already in Paris for the pur-
pose of founding their own Committece. The meeting took place on
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6 November. It chose Nicmojowsk President and nanied four others
to act with him as a Committee. Three out of the four chosen were,
like Niemojowski, Conservatives; the fourth was the leader of the
Democratic wing, Joachim Lelewel.

The Committee had scarcely been elected when the civil war began
which was soon to tear the Emigration apart and prevent it from having
any corporate usefulness. The Democratic group, already in secret
contact with the various groups of the French Opposition, already
nourishing sceds of general revolution, considered the Committee,
with its Conservative majority and its dedication to a policy strictly
non-political, nothing short of a monstrosity. On 18 November the
war cry was sounded by Mauryey Mochnacki: “The Kaliszans lost
Poland for us at home, now are we to behold the spectacle of them
completing its loss abroad #’

By the middle of December the emigrant community had grown so
large as to make a new election imperative. Since most of the new-
comers belonged to the Democratic faction, the new Committee was a
facsimile of the old Warsaw Patriotic Club, with Lelewel President
and Mochnacki Secretary. It called itself the Permanent National
Committee, and its headquarters were in the same building with
Lafayette’s Franco-Polish Committee, Leonard ChodZko served on
both and acted as co-ordinator of the activities of the two groups.

One of the first acts of the National Committee was to issue, for the
record, a public certificate attesting the purity of its own, heritage,
This it did in a decree of 25 December 831, in which it fixed the
blame for the Uprising’s failure on the leaders of the Conservative
wing and called on Liberals everywhere to march under the new
leadership toward a new Poland. This decree marked the beginning of
Lelewel’s loss of prestige: no one could understand how he could
promulgate such a document, since he himself was a member of the
very Governmaent it condemned for losing the Uprising.

The new year [1832] found some two hundred Poles in Paris, most
of them destitute and without hope of future income. Generals Bem
and Umirski were there also, to be joined toward the end of January
by more than a thousand soldiers of the former Polish army. Bem’s
arrival buoyed up the flagging spirits of the exiles, but when it became
cdlear, as it quickly did, that neither the King nor the Government
wanted either the General or his soldiers and that no Polish legion
would be allowed to form on French soil, despair spread over the
emigrants like a malarial miasma,

Great numbers of the exiles now began to lack all but the barest
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essentials of living: all that many of them had was the grudging food-
and-rent allowance issued by Lafayette’s Committee and distributed
by Leonard ChodZko. Yet, neither then nor in the long years ahead, did
they lack the daily nourishment of a purpose. Somehow the exiles
managed to remember the reason for their exile: to keep the Polish
cause alive, never to allow the Polish cause to die.

Each wing of the Emigration, the Aristocratic and the Democratic
alike, tried to implement the general purpose in its own way.

Both began at once to promote sound cultural work, To this end the
Democratic wing proposed to engage in a great publishing enterprise.
Creating, on the last day of December 1831, a Scientific Association
with Lelewel President and Mochnacki Secretary, it set in motion a
scheme for bringing out a series of fifty volumes in the three principal
European languages containing translations of Poland’s most enduring
literary works and essays on Polish literature and history. Mochnacki
retired to Metz to work on the project, but, unhappily, for all its
ambitious inauguration, the plan never produced anything beyond a
half-finished prospectus and Mochnacki’s own History of the November
Uprising. .

Stimulated by the news that Thomas Campbell and other influential
friends of Poland had formed a Literary Association in. London early
in 1832, the Aristocratic wing likewise organized itself for the
support of cultural propaganda. The first act of this group was to
choose Prince Adam Czartoryski, who had not yet arrived in Paris,
President, and Niemcewicz, the last president of the powerful Warsaw
Association of the Friends of Learning, an honorary member. The
purpose of the Association being to keep the Polish cause alive in the
press, its membership was divided into sections, and each was instructed
to cover a certain portion of the press. Thus the Association became an
organ of protest before the bar of public opinion throughout Europe:
like its rival, Lelewel’s so-called National Government, it believed it
had only to convince the people of Europe of the justice of the Polish
cause and they would rise in arms to help at once,

To accomplish this end, each wing employed, besidés the indirect
methods outlined above, the method of attacking directly the problem
which seemed to its members most likely to bring success, Thus the
Demacratic faction elaborated and cemented its contacts with liberal
groups in France and Italy, Spain, Belgium, Portugal and Germany.
The Aristocratic wing, at the same time, made use of its well-known
friendships in all the courts of Europe, especially in the capital of

» Buropean diplomacy at the moment, the Court of 8t James,
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The high priest of those whose faith in Poland’s futuie was founded
on diplomacy was the most expcrienced Polish diplomat of his
generation, Prince Adam Czartoryski. While the bulk of the Emigra-
tion was gathering in France, Czartoryski was in London. He had
escaped from Cracow on 27 September 1831, disguised as one
“George Hoffman”. He had fled to Leipzig, stopped there to address
a memorial to the Powers in explanation of Poland’s collapse, con-
ferred with Kniaziewicz and Plater of the Polish legation at the
French border, and proceeded from there to England, arriving in
London just in time to spend the first of many Christmas Eves in
exile with his old friend and admirer, Julian Ursyn Niemcewicz, who
had come to London with General Koéciuszko.

Now Czartoryski’s diplomacy devoted itself to two objectives: the
first, an immediate one, to force the House of Commons to debate the
Polish question openly; the second, less immediate but ultimately
more important, to compel British statesmanship to recognize the
Polish question as an integral and inseparable part of the greater
question of the whole Near East.

Czartoryski was well received in British diplomatic circles, despite
the hostile manceuvres of Poland’s old enemy, the Princess Lieven,
Through his friend Talleyrand he got to Palmerston without delay,
meeting bim first at a dinner given by Talleyrand himself and later, on
29 December, in the Foreign Office. Neither meeting proved satis-
factory: Palmerston treated the Polish question with indifference,
reminding Czartoryski that the Poles, by dethroning Nicholas, had
forfeited whatever rights they might have had under the Treaty of
Vienna. The Pole sensed at once that the Belgian question was the
cause of Palmerston’s obvious preoccupation and that this would have
to be solved before anything could be done for Poland. He turned his
attention, therefore, to the first objective of his London visit.

Three times during 1831 the Polish question had reared its head in
the House, only to be withdrawn before it became a motion lest it
embarrass the government in its ticklish negotiations with Russia
over the Belgian question. Three times in 1832, by Czartoryski's
urging, it came up again, raised on 18 April by Cutlar Fergusson, on
28 June by Lord Ebrington and on 7 August by Colonel Evans. On
none of these occasions did anything happen beyond the hurling of
unpleasant names at the Tsar and charges of timidity at the Govern-
ment. Nothing was accomplished for Poland’s cause beyond the mere
keeping of it alive, and all Czartoryski had to show for months of
activity was the assurance from Palmerston that Lord Durham’s
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1nission to Russia in the suminer of 1832 had for one of its objects
the amelioration of the lot of the Poles under Nicholas.

There was one project with which both wings of the Emigration
were sympathetic: the formation of a Polish legion. To this, as we
have seen, General Bem began to dedicate himself from the moment of
his arrival in Paris, only to find himself blocked. Forced to accept as
valid for the whole nation the French Government’s desire for peace
at any price, Bem turned to Portugal and Belgium, hoping that in
these unsettled countries a more friendly reception might be accorded
him. Again his schemes were thwarted. When General Dembifiski,
hero of the war in Lithuania, arrived in Paris, he too took up the cause
of a legion and for a while hope ran high that Mehemet Ali would
allow one to form within the Egyptian army. This hope was quickly
blasted by Russia’s cunning hand and Dembirski turned to Spain,
where the Carlist revolt was in progress, At first the Spanish govern-
ment seemed cordial to Dembitfiski’'s proposal of a Polish legion
within the Foreign Legion already fighting under the Spanish colours.
Again pressure from Russia prevented the scheme’s consummation,

Over and over again the project of a Polish legion was revived,
always to be blocked. Yet the Emigration never abandoned the idea.
Buoyed up by the hope that some day they would be allowed to fight
as Poles, under a Polish banner, Polish men and Polish officers saw
service in every army which fought in the cause of freedom—in Belgium,
in Spain, in the Balkans, in Hungary, in the Near East,in the American
Civil War. Only in Italy, in the year of the “spring of nations”, did
they ever realize their dream of a Polish legion, and then it was too
late to do anything by means of that legion for Poland’s resurrection,

In Paris, the capital of the Emigration, as in London, Poland’s
cause did not prosper during the first year of exile. A great blow to the
prestige of Lelewel's National Committee, which considered itself the
representative of the Polish nation, was delivered very eatly, when in
April 1832 the French Government deliberately removed the Emi-
gration from the jurisdiction of French law and placed it directly.
under the control of the French police. The Government had, by this
time, to make some provision for the exiles out of the general budget,
since the funds of the Lafayette Committee were beginning to dry up,
and it seized this necessity as an opportunity to exercise control over
an element it considered far too inflammable to be safe in the highly
inflammable capital. In addition to changing the Emigration’s legal
status, the Govetnment also issued a stringent order for the Poles to
decentralize, shrewdly implementing the order by granting subsidies
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to all who would move into the provinces. The Polish foundations in
Lyons, Besangon, Avignon and Chantilly thus became greatly enlarged,
and power began slowly to pass from the would-be dictators of Paris.

The order to disperse was, as may be imagined, galling to the pride
of the Poles. It was likewise discouraging to their hopes, since the
dearest purpose of those who were affected by it was to create a
“little Poland™ in exile, in order that revolution might be speedily
renewed.

Though the order was a serious blow to this purpose it was not a
fatal one, for the Lelewel Committee kept the idea alive through
decrees and manifestos, some of which were protests issued simply as
such, others specific outcries against some particular violation of
liberty, as the one issued when freedom of the press was abridged in
the province of Baden in the spring of 1832. While the Committee sent
out decrees, uneasy spirits like the veteran Joseph Zaliwski publicly
advocated immediate revolution, taking their stand on the principle
that powerful courts like the English and French pay attention only to
nations which de facto exist, and contrasting, in proof of the point, the
warm interest these courls were, indeed, currently taking in Greece
and Belgium with their lukewarmness toward Poland.

Thus, while Czartoryski laboured on the diplomaticfrontin London,
Zaliwski and others of his conviction called upon their compatriots to
repudiate the Czartoryski formula and to save themselves by armed
uprising, Knowing there were still in Galicia and in Prussian Poland
several thousand Poles who had seen military service, Zaliwski
determined to make use of these to further his ideas. He began by
sending emissaries, late in 1832, to both provinces of the old Polish
realm and to the Polish colonies in France and Switzerland. These
were to collect soldiers for an uprising in Russian Poland, Galicia and
the Province of Posen (Poznaf) being used as points of departure for
the enterprise.

While- the emissaries were making their way back to Poland,
suffering a thousand hardships along the way, the Poles of Besangon,
recalling their recent triumphal march through Germany, and having
affiliations with the international organization of the Carbonari in
Germany, made plans for an armed uprising in Frankfurt, They
believed that the mere sight of a Polish uniform in the streets of that
city would be the signal for a great rallying to arms of all liberal
elements. One of the promoters of the Frankfurt Uprising was
Karol Bogumil Stolzmann, who was living at that time in Switzerland,

Both the Galician Uprising and the Frankfurt were deplorable
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mistakes and both had desperate consequencesfor the Poles themselves,
These, together with more local examples of Polish uneasiness, con-
firmed the French Government in its feeling that the Polish element
was dangerous, and it not only closed the door of return to those who
took part in the miserable Frankfurt bluster, but looked with ever more
wary eye upon the activities of the Polish Liberals, finally issuing a
decree which forced them out of the country. Lelewel himself, the
head of the National Government, fled to Belgium. In Galicia the
Polish population paid even more bitterly for the ill-advised strategy
of their compatriots, There the attempt to use Austrian soil as a base
for hostile operations against Russia threw Austrian policy into a
complete right-about~face, so that now the one portion of the divided
realm which had been a haven became a place of nightmare as the
police instituted a veritable reign of terror among Galicia’s hitherto
undisturbed population. The affair was one of the causes which led to
the occupation of Cracow in 1836 by the armies of the three Parti-
tioning Powers, and, ultimately, to the liquidation of the town’s status
as a Free City in 1846.

What Czartoryski was obliged to leave London in 1833 without
accomplishing, the occupation of Cracow brought about: namely,
a debate on the Polish question in the House of Commons. This took
place on 18 March 1836, with all members of the House in
agreement as to the violation of Poland’s rights under the Treaty of
Vienna, but with afl, at the same time, seconding Lord John Russell’s
conviction that it would be unwise for the House “to come to a
strong resolution unless it was prepared for worse”. No action on
Poland’s behalf was taken, for everyone wanted peace; it was about this
time that Bustachy Januszkiewicz, one of the founders of the Polish
Publishing Company in Paris, declared that everybody had completely
forgotten about the Poles.

It is not to be wondered at that Januszkiewicz felt thus, but he did
not read the signs of the times aright, for it was only in the middle
*thirties that the forces which in the end kept the Poles from being
forgotten really began to operate.

By that time some of the exiles were dead: Mochnacki was, and
Claudine Potocka, the angel of the Emigration, whose money, poured
out at first in Dresden, later in Paris, relieved the wretchedness of
hundreds of her fellow-countrymen. By then most of the exiles who
ariginally halted in Switzerland had dispersed across the face of
Europe, many of the more liberal among them having found their way
to England, there to be welcomed by such men as Mazzini, the poet
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Thomas Wade and the Chartist William James Linton, there to
agitate the cause of English as well as universal freedom. By that time,
too, the first wave of the Emigration had reached the United States in
the persons of the famous two hundred and forty-four refugees who
were landed from Trieste at the port of New York in April 1834. By
then, also, there were probably as many as four or five hundred Poles
in England and Scotland, and their presence, pricking the conscience
of men like Lord Dudley Stuart, kept Poland a living memory.

It was not until the middle ’thirties, moreover, that organization of
the Emigration’s multifarious constructive activities was perfected.
By that time the Democratic wing had lost much of its leadership and
most of the emigrants accepted Prince Adam Czartoryski as virtually
their King. His headquarters were now in Paris, at the Hotel Lambert
on the Island of St Louis, and here he began in 1834 to organize an
unofficial Polish *‘ government”, To the maintenance of this ““gavern-
ment’’ he was to dedicate his life.

Every variety of enterprise which governments normally sponsor
Czartoryski undertook, carrying these out with funds supplied by
himself, by his wife, by secret sympathizers in Poland and by friends
in England. Schools were established, scholarships were provided,
posts were found for the exiles, journals were published, philan-
thropic work including every branch of charity was organized and a
complete diplomatic service was set up.

The activities of the latter branch of the *“government” were
varied and widespread. Its agents were in every country, gathering
information for Czartoryski to use in his negotiations with friendly
governments and watching for propaganda likely to harm the Polish
cause. Thus Czartoryski was able, on the one hand, to keep the
Vatican informed as to the treatment of Poles in the Russian area of
Poland and to supply the British government with a special investi-
gator of conditions in Asia Minor in the person of General Chrzanow-
ski. He was able, on tHe other, to answer such unfavourable  propa-
ganda as Richard Cobden’s famous pamphlet of a Manchester
manufacturer on Russia (1835), in which it was argued that the fall of
Poland was only “‘the triumph of justice” and her present fate ““in-
finitely more happy than...if the nobility had succeeded in 1831 in
imposing anew its iron yoke on the other classes of the inhabitants”,
making use of David Urquhart’s celebrated Porifolio to accomplish
this end, ‘

The strategy underlying all Czartoryski’s diplomacy was to make the
Polish question a central issue of the two main problems agitating
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Europe, namely the Near Eastern question and the rise of Liberalism.
He hoped in this way not only to keep the question alive, but to bring
about a just settlement of it.

Nothing Czarioryski undertook in the diplomatic field turned out
advantageously for Poland. Though he was a very Cato in his denun-~
ciation of Russia’s rising power in the East, seconding the fiery
Urquhart in his effort to arouse Britain to curb it by supporting the
brave Circassians, his work bore no fruit. Disappointed, he conceived
and his agents elaborated schemes for a great union of the Slavs in the
Balkans, seeing in this an organ which might serve as a check on
Russia’s hegemony in the Balkans, Later he took up with all serious-
ness the proposal of his romantic lieutenant Michael Czajkowski to
create a Cossack regiment and use it against Russia to free not only
the Ukraine, the ancient Cossack homeland, but Poland as well, The
Congress of Paris at the close of the Crimean War was the answer to
all Czartoryski’s efforts; it did not even enter the Polish question among
its agenda.

Czartoryski saw in the uneasiness generated by the Liberal move-
ment in all the partitioning powers, particularly'Prussia, his chance to
bring about a successful rising, not of those ““masses” on whom the
democratic wing of the Emigration relied, but of all who wished to
see Poland restored along aristocratic-monarchical lines as a block to
Russia. The ctisis in Germany in 18489 seemed the opportunity he
had been waiting for so long, and he actually went himself to Berlin
to watch developments, believing that a coalition of the enemies of
Russia would be formed, This scheme, like all the others, came to
naught.

The Emigration’s part in saving Poland from national extinction
was 2 conspicuous one, but as the dismal recital of the failure of one
after another of Crzartoryski’s schemes demonstrates, cleverly
conceived though many of them appeared to be, diplomacy was not
the medium through which the Emigration was destined to make its
telling contribution to this end. It proved to be neither the politicians
nor the secret agents nor the diplomats of the Emigration who saved
Poland, but the poets.

They did this by saving the only part of the nation’s entity, which to
have lost would have meant death. They saved Poland’s soul. Besides
performing the obvious service to their motherland of assuring it an
unhroken literary tradition, a service important enough in itself, they'
gave the Polish people both abroad and at home a reason for faith in
their nation’s ultimate resurrection.
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The poets of the Emigration, that is, gave their fellow-countrymen
spiritual nourishment in an era when, if they had lacked it, they
might have been tempted to abandon their lease on national immor-
tality. The form this nourishment took was the assurance, repeated
poetically again and again, that the catastrophe of 1831, far from
abrogating Poland’s historic right to existence, had but confirmed it,
and had demonstrated as never before the nature of Poland’s destiny
as a state.

Both wings of the Emigration inherited 8 messianic conception of
Poland’s role in history and both had trusted it to bring them victory
in the Uprising. Aristocrats and Democrats alike, whether they
believed in the Uprising at first or not, fought bravely on the field of
battle for their country, and held out to the end in the belief that by
sacrificing themselves they were allowing time for divine intervention
to become effective. Their confidence in divine intervention arose
from the belief that the cause they defended was not an isolated one
but that of all humankind, namely the cause of human freedom. The
Aristocrats believed that divine succour would come through the
agency of governments; the Democrats, through the spontaneous
uptising of sympathetic populations.

Divipe intervention did not come, The Poles saw their country, the
nation chosen to bear the torch of Christian faith, as they believed, to
the eastern fromtier of Europe, deserted. They had 1o adjust their
minds to grim reality: God had let the very instrument of His own
purposes be destroyed.

The ten thousand or more individuals who made up the Emigration
could not accept this fact as the final truth and go on living. They had
to find a way out, and from this necessity for escape came a develop-
ment in the conception of Paland’s role in history.

Perhaps, it began to be murmured, Poland’s very status of the
“elect” among nations was the reason for the greater sacrifice
required of her. Perhaps she was meant to be the Christ of nations, to
die for the sins of all mankind, as Christ did, so that she might arise
again not only to more abundant life herself but as the herald of God’s
Kingdom on. earth.

The first of the poets of the Emigration to give significant expres-
sion to this extension of the messianic idea was Adam Mickiewicz
(1798-1855), in the half-biblical Books of the Polish Nation which he
wrote in 1842. Mickiewicz was undoubtedly the most popular Polish
poet of his day. His Farys, an oriental poem extolling the frée will,
had powerfully influenced the young men who led the Uprising, and

crPrl 21
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B. THE GREAT EMIGRATION AND POLISH
ROMANTICISM

LTHQUGH the romantic movement in Polish literature
Apresents features common to the romanticism of western
Europe and underwent the same influences, yet in Poland it
took a course peculiar to itself. The romantic literature of Poland in
certain of its characteristics stands alone among the literatures of
Europe. It holds a unique position not only in the history of Polish
literature, but in the history of the Polish nation. From its inception
it showed a tendency to nationalism, inevitable in the literature of a
conquered country. That tendency, with the growing strain of the
relations between Poland and Russia, became increasingly marked,
until after the defeat of the Rising of 1830 and the redoubled perse-
cution of the Polish nationality that was its sequence, the literature of
Poland developed into that marvellous haunting song of a nation in
bondage which stands forth not only as a noble artistic creation, but
as the sublime expression of a nation’s faith.

The romantic period of Polish literature covers, roughly speaking,
the thirty years hetween the two great national insurrections in 1830
and 1863. After the fall of Warsawin 1831, with few exceptions Poland’s
writers went into exile. Many of them had fought in the Rising, and
others on. account of their political opinions were forced to leave their
country. This exodus is known in Polish history as the Great Emi-
gration. Paris became the centre of the national life which was pro-
scribed and penalized in Poland itself, and which could only be carried
on by her exiles beyond the boundaries of the partitioning powers.
The great romantic literature of Poland therefore presents the anomaly
of being written outside the country to which it belonged, but where
it was forbidden either to be published or read. Hence, this, the greatest
period of Polish literature, may with equal truth be called the penalized
period of Polish literatute, Banned by the Russian censorship, it was
smuggled by colporteurs into Poland, read in secret under lock and
key, then burnt or hidden for fear of the Russian police. Those who
were found reading or possessing such works as those of Mickiewicz
or Krasifiski were sent to prison or Siberia. Often, for the sake of
safety to the reader, the real meaning of these writings was concealed
under the form of allegory or a symbolism that the reader understood,
but that eluded the Russian censor. This patriotic symbolism may
often be met with in the romantic period, and does not die wholly out
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of Polish literature until the removal of the censorship in 1905. The
proscribed literature written by Poland’s banished sons was the only
means of keeping the national ideals alive, of teaching the Polish youth
their persecuted and forbidden heritage, of saving the nation from
atrophy and despair and the moral destruction of a conquered people.
The Polish poets became the moral leaders of the nation. The preser-
vation of the nationality of Poland, which was the object of a perse-
cution enduring for a century and a half, the final restoration of a
nation that had been obliterated fiom the map of Europe, may without
outstepping the limits of historical truth be in great measure ascribed
to such upholders of the Polish national ideals as the three great poets
of the romantic period, Mickiewicz, Krasifiski and Stowacki.

The two main characteristics of Polish romantic literature are its
patriotism and its mysticism, the one so closely blended with the
other as to be inseparable. This literature was founded on suffering,
both personal and national, The majority of the Polish exiles lived in
great poverty. They were cut off from family, friends, and home as
though by a Chinese wall. They passed their days in a state of per-
petual suspense, looking to every political event to save Poland and
to hasten the hour of their return to their country. Fruitless attempts
were made to cross the frontier and organize another rising, which
invariably ended in Siberia or on the scaffold. The spectacle of the
persecution that ground down the nation was always before the eyes
of men and women whose personal sorrows were the result of deyotion
to that nation. Therefore an impassioned patriotism that takes the
sacred lineaments of a religion became the basic principle of Poland’s
romantic literature. The poet whose work was not expressive of his
love for his country was an exception to the rule and liable to be a
scandal to his compatriots, If at earlier moments of this period the
influence of Byron, albeit nationalized, is evident, in measure as the
persecution of the nation redoubled and Polish minds were increasingly
occupied with the national tragedy the traces of Byronism die or
become transmogrified in the fires of patriotism, Inevitably pene-
trated with tragedy, only in rare instances does the literature of
oppressed Poland approach pessimism. It will indeed frequently, as
in Wincenty Pol's Songs of Fanusz and in other poems of the Rising,
ring with the virile tones of a soldier’s song. It is irradiated with an
unswerving hope. That hope sublimated and spiritnalized is the
foundation of the great national mysticism which, although we may
find its earhier foreshadowings in Polish literature, rose at this time,
and under the name of Messianism gave the romantic poetry of
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Poland its peculiar beauty. When every avenue of hope was barred
to the Polish nation, her poets, her only spokesmen and her only
teachers in the abnormal conditions under which she groaned, pointed
to a new road of salvation, They taught that Poland was called to the
mission of a chosen people whose sufferings were to be the earnest
of the nation’s resurrection and of the political regeneration of the
universe, which should ensue on the reparation of the wrong done to
Poland. This spiritual nationalism conferred upon an enslaved nation
a sense of her own dignity, ennobling and interpreting her sufferings,
and giving her confidence in a better future. Moreover it held its
strong appeal to the innate patriotiam of the Pole who saw the country
he loved with a human love, for which he pined with the homesick~
ness of the exile, transfigured into that form of unearthly beauty, to
which his poets gave the name of ““Holy Poland .

The romantic poetry of Poland is therefore fundamentally national
as regards its psychology; and at this petiod two other elements are
noticeable that contribute to the building up of a great national heritage:
the use of folk tradition and the rise of regionalism. We find Poland’s
greatest poets drawing on folklore and prehistoric legend for poem
and play. The influence of regionalism is still more marked. Lithuania
is insepaiable from Mickiewicz. The eastern borderlands, always
beloved of the Pole if only for their secular position as Poland’s out-
post against Tartar and Turk, inspired the so-called Ukrainian school.
Mazovia had her own poet.

Adam Mickiewicz (1798-1855) opened his career by his Ode fo
Youth, a clarion call to the young to abjure egoism and to lead humanity
on a new road. But his fame was first established by ballads which
after the romantic fashion of the day attracted his pen, and which in
his case were founded on Lithuanian legends. The setting of his
Lithuanian home became the background of the greater part of his
poetical creation. The earlier Acts (Parts I, IT and IV) of his unfinished,
drama Forefathers' Eve, in which he pours out the complaint of his
disappointed love, have as their motive the semi-pagan Lithuanian
rites on All Souls’ Night: while the somewhat cold epic Grasyna—a
hark-back on the part of a young romantic poet to classical models—
is the apotheosis of a Lithuanian heroine, From the outset Mickiewicz
devoted himself to practical work for his nation which he carried on
until his death, His leadersh1p in the secret student societies of the
University of Wilno, the aims of which, albeit ultimately patnoﬁc,
were primarily sociel and philanthropic, incurred the suspicion
of the Russian government. Together with the other young men
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in the confraternity, Mickiewicz was arrested, and after six months
of imprisonment finally banished to Russia. His lifelong exile then
began.

In Russia he became the friend of the Decembrists, to whom in
after years he bade a mournful farewell in the lines To My Russian
Friends. His poetic genius made rapid strides. His eighteen Crimean
Sonnets are pearls of Polish literature, full of exquisite word paintings,
intermingled with the note of yearning for his lost love and country.
These were followed by his second nationa! epic, Konrad Wallenrod.
Superficially Byronic, this poem is in reality the cry of a conquered
people, the poet veiling the psychology of national vengeance under
the form of the traditional conflict between Lithuania and the Teutonic
Knights, The disguise was seen through, and Mickiewicz was only
saved by flight from Russia. He then wandered in western Europe,
and on the eve of the Rising of 1830 wrote one of the most powerful
of Poland’s patriotic poems, To the Polish Mother: a lamentation for
the children of the conquered. The defeat of the insurrection gave
birth to his great national drama, which is also largely autobiographical,
the Third Part of Forefathers’ Eve. 1t consists of a series of dramatic
scenes, of which the persecution of the Lithuanian youth, related with
the vividness of personal recollection, is the connecting link. The
lovelorn Gustavus of the earlier play is reborn in a Russian prison
into a Konrad, Mickiewicz’s own prototype, whose personal sufferings
are drowned in anguish for his country. That anguish reaches its
height in the famous Improvization, in which the prisoner poet,
soaring on the wings of poetic ecstasy, hurls the defiance of his broken
heart against his Creator. The play is impregnated with mysticism,
and enunciates in visionary form the messianistic theory of Poland’s
vicarious suffering. T'o the enduring loss of Polish literature it remains
unfinished,

In 1832 Mickiewicz joined the Emigration in Paris. Already
recognized as the great national poet, he now wrote a manual of
moral guidance for his fellow exiles, The Books of the Polish Nation
and of the Polish Pilgrimage. This little book, in Biblical prose,
composed for the most part of aphorisms and parables, profoundly
influenced Polish minds from Mickiewicz’s day to ours. Again for the
members of the Emigration, but this time to distract their minds and
his from the tragic present, Mickiewicz wrote his Thaddeus, an epic
in twelve books of flawless verse on the quiet life of the Lithuanian
countryside of his boyhood, closing with the march of Napoleon's
Polish legions in 1812 through Lithuania to Russia, which was the
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poet’s own heroic recollection. The flexible Polish language becomes in
Mickiewicz’s handling 2 musical instrument, capable of expressing
every emotion from the profoundest depths of human passion to the
homely happenings of rusticlife. The descriptive passages of Thaddeus,
notably the roar of the storm lashing the Lithuanian forests, the echo
of the hunter’s horn, the playing of the cymbal by the Polish Jew, are
recited wherever the Polish tongue has travelled. Thaddeus is the -
greatest and the most loved poem in the literature of Poland.

From 1840 to 1844 Mickiewicz held the Chair of Slavonic Literature
at the Collége de France. In 1841 he became the apostle of a system of
mysticism inaugurated by the Lithuanian mystic Towiarski, which
gained many adherents among the Polish Emigration. Believing he
could do more for his nation by his religious-political work than by
his poetry, he devoted the remainder of his life to this object, and his
poetic genius was silenced. In 1848 he attempted to organize a Polish
legion in Italy, and while engaged in raising a similar legion in Turkey
to take up arms against Russia in 1855, he died in Constantinople.
His fame is that of the greatest of Poland’s poets: who is the embodi-
ment in Polish eyes of the national ideals, revered by every Pole as
the moral leader of the nation during the years of its captivity.

Julius Stowacki (1809—49) was driven out of Poland by the events
of 1830, and lived in lifelong exile. He ranks second only to Mickiewicz,
and as an artist in words, he is at times his equal. He began by being
a somewhat slavish imitator of Byron, and was also strongly under the
influence of Scott, Shakespeare and Calderon in turn. But although,
except in the closing period of his life, always more dependent on
western Eurgpean models than either Mickiewicz or Krasitiski, his
work became as representative of national psychology as theirs. His
range of subjects is more cosmopolitan than that of his contem-
poraries, his versatility greater. It was he who gave Poland her first
great dramas, Balladyna, Lilla Weneda, and Mazepa. The two former
are both founded on Polish prehistoric legend. Balladyna is the first
play in Polish literature to combine fairy lore with serious drama. Its
delicate fairy fancies play round a tragedy of crime and ambition that
is full of colour and life and skilful dramatization. The lyric beauty
of Lilla Weneda, its easily discernible patriotic purpose, with its con-
cluding superb disdainful phrase of a nation in chains, plades it with
the masterpieces of Poland’s romantic literature. The earlier drama
Kordyan hangs too loosely together to constitute a play in the tech-
nical sense of the term. A bitter sarcasm on the weak sides of the
Polish character—for, in contradistinction to Mickiewicz and Krasifiski,
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Stowacki was a severe critic of his nation—it shows considerable acute-
ness of insight; and individual scenes, for example, that of the at-
tempted assassination of the Tsar when the conspirator’s nerve fails
him at the crucial moment, are alone enough to prove Stowacki’s
dramatic sense.

Stowacki shared the predilection of the romantic poets for the epic,
and chose that form for his Bemjowski, Modelled on Byron and
Ariosto, the poem has for its background the war of the Bar Confedera-
tion, related with the fantastic colouring characteristic of Stowacki.
The story is subsidiary, the basis upon which the poet, an aloof and
satirical observer of the life around him, pours out his opinions upon
the men and politics of the epoch. Its flights of fancy, its caustic
wit, often taking the form of sarcastic diatribes against his critics, its
humour, a rare element in romantic Polish literature, are tempered
with the yearning of the exile for a lost and loved country; the tender
lines to his mother are the jewel of a brilliant if difficult poem. Many
of Stowacki’s shorter poems are among the finest in Polish literature,
notably his Hymn at Sea off Alexandyia, the majestic dirge on the
transportation of Napoleon’s remains from St Helena, and The Father
of the Plague-stricken. The ethereal beauty of In Switzerland ranks it as
the supreme love poem in the Polish language. Poetic prose was also
handled by Stowacki with consummateskill. Anhelli, themystic journey
through Siberia of the youth who is the expiatory victim for his country,
is a masterpiece of its kind, and The Genesis from the Spirit, a spiritual-
ized foreshadowing of the doctrine of evolution with its bearing on
Polish nationalism, is pure poetry in the form of prose. Like other
Polish romantics, Slowacki towards the end of his life gave himself up
to mysticism. Its influence is apparent in the two historical dramas
Father Marek and The Silver Dream of Salomea, which are permeated
with the poet’s mystic theories on miracles and dreams. In his later
days he conceived the design of writing a mystic epic of vast dimensions
upon the successive transformations of the spirit of Paland in the
persons of her sovereigns through the course of her history. This work,
The King Spirit, clothed in an exquisite poetic diction, was left in
fragments at Slowacki's premature death, and given to the world by
the piety of Polish scholarship.

Zygrmunt Krasidski (x812-59), unequal as a poet to Mickiewicz
and Stowacki, as great if not greater as an exponent of Poland’s
spiritual nationalism, holds a peculiar position in the history of his
nation. Owing to his father’s adhesion to the Russian government,
Krasifiski, himself an ardent patriot, passed the greater part of his
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life in voluntary exile, compelled by his father’s attitude to conceal
his authorship under an anonymity that gained him the title of the
Anonymous Poet. At the age of twenty-one he wrote a work of genius,
a prose drama, entitled T%he Undivine Comedy: a pitiless exposition
of the moral ineptitude of an individual character and of contemporary
society overwhelmed by the social revolution which Krasitiski depicts
almost literally, nearly a hundred years before the event. If only for
the restraint of its style, the play stands out as a complete contrast to
the subsequent writings of a poet whose fault is over-elaboration.
Possessed by the spectacle of his nation’s agony, Krasifski’s wotk,
with only mapprecmble deviations, was henceforth devoted to
the solution of the enigma of Poland’s fate, by which he might
strengthen the hearts of his compatriots. In his second great drama
Iridion, under the allegory of a Greek plotting the ruin of his con-
queror Rome by ignoble means, the Anonymous Poet entreats his
people to abjure the weapons of hatred in their struggle for their
freedom. After years of subsequent wandering in spiritual darkness,
mainly engendered by the sight of his country’s sufferings, he wrote
in commemoration of his having won to light his poem Dawn. Open-
ing it with. a noble exposition in prose of his national creed, founded
on the logical basis that Krasifiski, who was above all a philosophical
thinker, always exacted, he proceeds in a series of Iyrics to set forth in
accents of rapture messianic visions of the mission and resurrection
of Poland. This poem gave Krasifiski his place with Poland’s greatest
poets and moral leaders.

After the publication of Daen his poems became of a more
episodical nature. His first three Psalms of the Future, the Psalm
of Love, followed by the Psalm of Faith and the Psalm of Hope,
were written as a warning against the social revolutionary propaganda
that ended in the catastrophe of the Galician massacres in 1846: the
two later Psalms, the Psalm of Grief and the Psalm of Good Will, in
the anguish of seeing his forebodings fulfilled. The Psalm of Good
Will, a sublime prayer for the spiritual salvation of his country,
is the culminating point of Krasiriski's work for his nation, and the
fitting close of the great messianistic poetry of Poland. Never a
prolific writer, Krasifiski still from time to time sent forth fresh
utterances, always urging the same ideals upon his people; but his
later works add nothing 1o what he had already said with greater
power, Among these however two stand out for their dignity and
beauty: Resurrecturis, the poet’s entreaty to his country to adopt the
highest calling of a maityred nation, and the lines to his wife, 7o Elise,
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in which faith in a beloved woman and in his nation’s resurrection
become identical.

Among the galaxy of lesser poets that contributed to give the
romantic period its title to be called the richest epoch of Polish litera-
ture, the poets of the Ukrainian school, Malczewski, Goszczynski and
Bohdan Zaleski, occupy a conspicuous place. The work of the young
Byronic poet, Antoni Malczewski (1793-1826) belongs to the dawn
of romantic literature, his one great poem Marya having been written
in 1825. This poem is the first of the Ukrainian school to depict the
romantic melancholy of the steppes, which became a favourite topic
with later writers. If the undercurrent of national passion that beats
beneath the poetry of the Emigration is necessarily absent from
Marya, and deprives it of spiritual kinship with the work of the other
poets of the Ukrainian school, yet Malczewski was a true example of
Polish romanticism, nationalizing characteristics of Byron and Scott,
and leading the way to a type of epic that his fellow poets adopted
after him. Severyn Goszczyniski (1801—76) wrote lyrics on the Rising
of 1830, in which he played a prominent part, that are among the best
of its poems; but his lyrics are inferior to his story in verse The Castle
of Kanidw, where he gives lurid pictures of the Ukrainian Cossack
uprising in 1768, and The King of the Castle, an allegory and satire
in prose on the history and the future salvation of Poland. His
fiery and rebellious temperament, that later immersed itself in the
Towianistic mysticism, affected the manner and matter of his work to
the detriment of its artistic quality. In both verse and prose he was
the pioneer of the literary regionalism of the Polish Carpathians which
became a feature of a succeeding epoch. The treatment of Ukrainian
themes by Bohdan Zaleski (1802—86) is the antithesis to Goszczyfiski's
gloomy and harsh manner. To Zaleski the Ukraine is song and music.
His mastery of rhythm gives him a place of honour in the national
literature, But his sweetness is wont to become cloying and his
restricted range of ideas monotonous; and in his most ambitious poem
The Spirit of the Steppe he is unable fo maintain the level of the
poetical and ethereal opening.

Mazovia found its singer in Teofil Lenartowicz (1822-93). His
special predilection was for the peasantry of that province, who
in an idealized form are his constantly recurring theme. He rises
to no heights, but is a pleasing lyricist, like Zaleski apt to be
monotonous. His peasant trilogy The Ecstasy, The Blessed Soul,
Holy Work, the two first named a vision of the other world seen
through a peasant woman’s eyes, has the naive charm exacted by its
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subject, His best poem The Battle of Raclawice is likewise related from
a peasant standpoint, but with the spirit of a soldier of Ko$ciuszko.
Influenced by the supreme singer of Lithuania, Adam Mickiewicz,
Ludwik Kondratowicz (1823-62), better known by his pen name of
Syrokomla, wrote tales in easy verse of the rustic life in Lithuania
that was his own. The simple attractiveness of such stories as Jan
Degbordg and A4 Piece of Bread had a wide appeal in his day. Wincenty
Pol (1807-72) concentrates the spirit of regionalism in his Song of
Our Land, a poetic geography of Poland from the pen of a man who
was a geographical specialist, and which familiarized Polish children
with the physical and moral features of their country. His best
work however is in his Somgs of Fanusz, a collection of patriotic
and soldiers’ songs on the Rising of 1830, where he avoids both the
sentimentality of Zaleski and the roughness of Goszczydski. These
poems gained an extraordinary popularity which maintains to this
day. At Stoczek Cannon Thunder and Leaves Are Falling from the
T'rees, which latter was sung repeatedly during the dark years between
the two Risings, have acquired the dignity of national songs.
Neither in mentality nor in style is the artist, sculptor and poet
Cyprian Norwid (1821-83) in line with his contemporaries. The
obscure and elliptic language in which he conveys his wealth of ideas
makes his work difficult reading, and his appeal was never to the general
public. His principles on art, some of which anticipate those of
William Morris, are built up into a national system which he elaborated
in his didactic poem Promethidion. Many of his lyrics, breathing deep
religious feeling and love of his country, are of outstanding and original
beauty., His Chopin's Piano, opening with the dying musician’s
delicate touch on the keys, ending with the crash of the piano as it was
flung by the Cossacks on the Warsaw pavements; his rhapsody on
Bem, in which so masterly is his use of sound and rhythm that we can
‘almost hear the clash of the funeral arms; are immortal possessions
of Polish literature. On the other hand Kornel Ujejski (1823~97) is
more psychologically akin to the great poet leaders of the nation,
although he survived them into another generation, The work by
which his name lives, The Complaints of Jeremiah, inspired by the
Galician massacres of 1846, belongs to the romantic period. Out of
this cycle of poems the famous Choral passed into the treasury of
Poland’s national hymns to become the supreme favourite of the Polish
nation during her bondage. The young poet Mieczystaw Romanowski
(x834-63), who proved the fiery patriotism that is the characteristic
of his work—the lyrics Poland's Hymn and The Song of Poland’s
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Youth are fine examples of his style—by his death on a battlefield of
the Rising of 1863, may be regarded as the last inheritor of Poland’s
great romantic poetry.

It is a curious fact that Poland’s best comedy was produced at this
period of national tragedy. The witty and sparkling plays of Alexander
Fredro (1793~1876) are totally unaffected by contemporary conditions.
In part influenced by Moliére, they are full of national colouring and
fidelity to Polish type. Especially admirable are his masterpiece
Vengeance, of which the plot is a quarrel between an irascible yet
generous Polish squire and a troublesome neighbour, and Maidens’
Vows, a diverting story of a young man’s stratagems in love. Jézef
Korzeniowski (1797~1863) wrote plays of merit which forsake classical
types for more modern characterization. The Mountaineers of the
Carpathians with its songs and local colour still retains its popularity.

Although the Romantic period of Polish literature is above all
distinguished for its poetry, its fiction, less hampered by the censor-
ship and more easily reaching every class of reader, played its own
part in keeping the national spirit alive. Jézef Kraszewski (1812-87)
is justly held to have been the father of the Polish novel. His several
hundreds of novels embrace the history of Poland from its dawn up
to the social life of his own day. An Old Tale on prehistoric Poland
still holds a high place in Polish literature. His work was turned out
too hastily to approach artistic perfection, but it was the groundwork
for the great school of Polish fiction which rose after 1863, and is
invaluable as a record of every phase of Polish life in the course of the
pineteenth century. Many of his novels, among which The Hut Qutside
the Village, pleading the cause of the gipsy outcast, and .4 Novel
Without a Title, the story of a poet pitted against reality, may be
singled out, are still eminently readable, and the fiction that he poured
out in spate with a patriotic purpose did its moral and national work.
Korzeniowski besides drama wrote novels of manners, The Speculator
and Relations being his best. Burdened by a cumbrous narrative and
by the labour of fitting his characters into moral niches, they display
aknowledge of human nature and give pictures of Polish society which
still make them interesting reading. Historical fiction that was to
reach its splendour in a later generation bad its representatives in the
Romantic period. The novels of Henryk Rzewuski (1791~1866) on
eighteenth century Poland, November and the entertaining Memosrs
of Seweryn Soplica, found great favour with his contemporaries.
Michat Czajkowski (1807-86), otherwise Sadyk Pasha, whose restless
career was stranger than fiction, wrote tales chiefly on the history of



CHAPTER XV

THE POLISH PROVINCES OF AUSTRIA AND
PRUSSIA AFTER 1815; THE “SPRINGTIME
OF NATIONS”

HEN the Congress Kingdom was created, the Polish

nation firmly believed that this was only the beginning of

a union of all the Polish lands under the sceptre of the Czar
Alexander. The provinces annexed by Austria and Prussia lived in
constant expectation of union with the Congress Kingdom, and there-
fore hardly cared to create their own centres of political and cultural
activity. They were drawing strength from Warsaw, at that time not
only the capital of the new kingdom, but also the spiritual centre of all
Poland. Vienna and Berlin, afraid of losing their Polish provinces,
were compelled, the first in a slight, the second in a larger degree, 1o
satisfy the national aspirations of their Polish subjects. After the
November insurrection, however, the kingdom lost its constitutional
liberties, was ruled by Paskevitch and ceased to be a centre of attrac-
tion. Austria and Prussia could now institute in their own Polish
provinces a system of germanization and repression, But side by side
with this came the great awakening of Polish national feeling in both.
Their sympathy with the aspirations of 1831 grew into an obstinate
struggle for national self-preservation. The Great Emigration
familiarized the nation with the ideas of a fresh insurrection and of
democracy. The eighteen-thirties and ’forties were for Galicia an
epoch of conspiracies and persecutions; for Poznat, of intensive effort
for economic and cultural improvement.

The strengthening of the Polish element made these two provinces
the centre of the revolutionary movement of 1848, which aimed at the
reconstruction of Poland, It was the ‘‘Springtime of Nations”, the
turning-point in modern European history, and Poland once mote
commanded international attention. Poles were fighting on the barri-
cades almoat all over the Palatinate, Baden, Piedmont, Sicily and
Hungary, occupying leading positions, Polish military formations
were organized in France, Italy and Hungary. The Polish question
was debated by the National Assembly in Paris, in the German
Parliament in Frankfort and at the Slavonic Congress in Prague. In
the first months of the revolution it endangered relations between
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Prussia and Russia, and in 1849 it was a considerable cause of
Nicholas’ intervention in Hungary, European interest in the Polish
question was partly due to the activities of the émigrés, among whom
were Czartoryski, Mickiewicz, Mieroslawski, Bem and Dembinski.
The share of Galicia and of Poznafi in the events of 1848-g gives the

best evidence of the national consciousness which the Poles kept in
spite of bondage.

THE PoLIsII PROVINCES ANNEXED BY AUSTRIA

When Galicia was created by the Congress of Vienna it possessed
about 747,000 square kilometres with quite 3,500,000 people. It was
distinctly agricultural, although the number of towns was out of pro-
portion to that of the villages. Lwdw had only 40,000 inhabitants, and
many of the towns were partly occupied with agriculture. The true
town. population consisted almost entirely of foreign bureaucrats,
German settlers and Jews, in whose hands trade and crafts were
concentrated; the Polish bourgeoisie and professional intelligentsia
hardly formed a nucleus. The gentry and peasantry were sharply
differentiated in legal, social and economic status, The gentry, who
under the Republic had boasted the greatest privileges and liberties in
Europe, had now only the exclusive right to property in land and a
greatly limited patrimonial power over the peasants. After the Con-
gress of Vienna this class was financially much embarrassed. Destruc-
tion brought about by the wars, the fall in the price of corn, the lack
of credit and of markets for agricultural products, and the heavy
burden of taxes brought them near to ruin. Deep in debt, they could
not introduce modern methods of management. Life among the
peasants was more than miserable. Owing to the small acreage of land
per head, the burden of socage to the landlord, of fiscal and military
obligations to the state, frequent natural disasters and, above all, the
prevailing ignorance, helplessness and the use of primitive methods in
agriculture, the Galician peasant had bread only for a few months,
living for the rest of the year on potatoes, and, on the eve of harvest,
partly on grass and bark. But 'this ignorant and passive peasantry
constituted a dangerous opposition, to the existing social order. Under
the influence of the Uniat clergy and the Austrian bureaucracy, the
Ruthenians, massed in Galicia, became aware that they were nationally
distinct from the Poles,

Public life was feeble, Much of Galicia had come under foreign
rule at the First Partition. Only faint and occasional echoes of the re-
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vival of the Republic in the days of the Permanent Council, the Great
Parliament and the insurrection of Kodciuszko passed the Galician
border, Their claims at Vienna, however, show that the Galician
gentry were influenced by these events. The draft of the constitution,
the so-~called “Charta Leopoldina® (1790), likewise attests the widen-~
ing of political horizons, but also the striking contrast between the dull
passivity with which the nation accepted the Austrian occupation in
1’772 and the enthusiastic welcome given to the Polish army in 1809.
This part of the country belonged to the Duchy of Warsaw only for
a few years, a period too short to change collective psychology, or to
strengthen the people’ against the approaching rule of the Habsburg
Monarchy. Of the three foreign governments ruling over Poland none
was then so hard on the Poles as the Austrian. The leading ideas for
the dependent countries were a bureaucratic police administration,
with moderate “Josephinism” in church relations and the intention
of germanizing the Slavonic and Romance population. These principles
were applied with particular intensity to the Polish element, which
together with the Italian was regarded as the most dangerous for the
Monarchy. Metternich expressed the opinion of the highest Vienna
circles when he said: “Polonism is only a formula, the sound of a
word underneath which hides a revolution in its most glaring form;
it is not a small part of a revolution, but revolution itself. Polonism
does not declare war on the monarchies which possess Polish territory,
it declares war on all existing institutions and proclaims the destruc-
tion of all the common foundations which form the basis of society.”
In Lombardy and Venice the Austrian government also put down all
manifestations of Italian pattiotism, but at the same {ime it provided
for the adequate administration and the economic development of the
country, while in Galicia its activities were directed towards the
political and economic destruction of the Polish nation. The omni-
potent German-Czech bureaucracy represented the worst element of
the Monarchy, consisting chiefly of people with an inferior education,
without manners, morally weak and anxious for an easy and rapid
career. They had no knowledge of the essential needs of the country
and considered it their absolute duty to suppress all Polish initiative
and independence. In their eyes, the Poles were conspirators, revo-
lutionists, and barbarians in need of German culture. In Viennese
eyes Poland consisted of *“swamps, woods and marshes on which
wolves and bears swarm in packs and endanger the roads"’,

Austrian concessions came from fear of Alexander I, who was
suspected of a plan of unification of all the lands of the former Re-
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public. They therefore decided in 1817 to restore the provincial
Estates, which had existed in the time of Joseph II. These consisted
of the representatives of the higher clergy, the magnates, the gentry
and two deputies of Lwéw, with exceedingly limited functions; but
their practical significance was nil, since the representations of the
assembly were ignored. The government undertook the reconstruc-
tion of the University of Lwdw, the foundation of several grammar
schools and the ratification of the Ossolifiski National Institute.
Further concessions were made by Nicholas I, when the relations be-
tween Austria and Russia underwent a rapid change. But apart from
these transitory ameliorations, due to the international situation, the
government was utterly destructive of Polish nationality. Offices
were held mainly by Germans and germanized Czechs; German
colonization was fervently promoted, the German and Latin languages
ruled in schools, courts and administration. The Roman-Catholic
clergy was degraded to the position of government officials, A maeti-
culous and irritating censorship controlled the intellectual life of the
country, while Metternich’s bureaucracy squeezed disproportionate
taxes out of the people and kept them in stagnation and poverty. In
vain the parliament entreated the government to found an Agricul-
tural Credit Society, to build railroads and to mitigate the fiscal
pressure. In time a definite theory was evolved, that Galicia was to
be a market for the industrial products of the Austrian and Czech
provinces, and to supply corn and cattle to other countries of the
monarchy.

While refusing the Poles an active patt in public and economic life,
the government was stirring up the social and national differences in
the country. My peoples”, said Francis I, ““are strangers. . . Of their
dislike, order is born; and of their mutual hatred, universal peace.”
This principle, “Divide et impera™, was applied by the Austrian
bureaucracy in two ways, Since the gentry was the only class in
Polish society whose national conscience was fully awake, Austria
tried to create a gulf between the manor and the cottage. The gentry
was burdened with functions hated by the peasants, such as the paolice
jurisdiction in local cases, the collecting of taxes and the enlistment of
recruits. But the government retained the final decision in all these
matters, compelling the landlords to appoint and pay special officials,
called mandatories, who were dependent on the Austrian sheriffs.
Likewise the authorities protected the peasant from the oppression of
field-service, but prevented the gentry from improving the financial
condition of the peasantry and from reforming the relationship of

23
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serfdom, The peasant, facing the class-egoism of the gentry and its
indifference to his fate, saw in the Austrian official his protector and
learned to stress that he was not Polish but *‘imperial”’. Maria Theresa
and Joseph II turned to the Ruthenian population for support against
Russian propaganda and Polish Irredentism. In Napoleonic times a
legend was created of the Ruthenians as the “Tiroleans of the
East” contrasted with the unreliable Poles. To this the Metropolitan
of Halicz, Angellewicz, chiefly contributed, and his successor,
Archbishop Lewicki, continued his policy and secretly prepared an
alliance of the Ruthenians with the Austrian bureaucracy against the
Poles.

From the Congress of Vienna till 1830, Galicia made no definite
manifestation of the national spirit. In literature there appear some
promising beginnings of its later flowering in the varied activities of
the national drama in Lwéw, under the management of J. N. Kaminiski,
and in the first works of A. Fredro, the greatest Polish writer of
comedies. Utter stagnation reigned in politics. The Polish aristocracy
lived mostly in Vienna, the gentry was absorbed in its economic dif-
ficulties, the Estates led a sterile existence and the revolutionary
organizations in the Congress Kingdom found only a weak echo in
Galicia. But still this epoch was not lost to the life of the nation. In
the depth of its collective soul new powers were accumulating, and the
surprising aspirations revealed by the November insurrection were
gaining strength, Austria, having quarrelled with Russia over the
Eastern question, did not punish the Polish population in Galicia with
severity. In places the authorities confiscated arms and interned in-
surrectionists who had crossed the frontier, but they left much liberty
to the Galician Poles to help the insurgents. This friendly attitude was
shown particularly by the governor of Galicia, Prince Lobkowitz, who
had the confidence of Metternich’s powerful antagonist, Count
Kolowrath, known for his anti-Russian feeling. Having arrived in
Galicia in 1826 with the intention of winning the population for the
Habsburgs against Nicholas, the Prince appeared publicly in the
Polish nobleman’s cloak, spoke Polish when delivering his opening
speech in the provincial assembly, and after the outbreak of the in~
surrection (1830) roused the most daring hopes, Thanks to his double-
faced policy, a committee in Lwéw undertook the wotk of sending
arms, ammunition and sanitary supplies, while the Vistula legion was
formed with Galician money, and besides former Polish officers,
students, artisans, even sons of German officials, hurried tb the scene
of action. A powetful outbreak. of national feeling greeted the entry
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of the insurgent battalions of Dwernicki, and later those of Rézycki
and Ramorino, into Galicia. After the failure of the insurrection,
several thousand emigrants from the Congress Kingdom found shelter
in Austria, They were to play an important part in the material pro-
gress, the literature and the revolutionary activities of the nation.
Roused from its torpor, Galicia energetically betook itself to work in
every field. Its leading figure became Prince Leo Sapieha, who, with
the support of an enlightened circle, gave the first impulse to many
valuable enterprises,

The Estates worked with heightened activity, The government re-
jected proposals for railroads, the regulation of rivers, navigation on
the Dniester, the introduction of the Polish language into schools and
coutts, yet permitted the foundation of three important institutions:
the Credit Society, the Savings Bank and the Economic Society, which
included all the landed gentry. The foundation of a technical Academy
in Lwéw marks the beginning of industrialization. Landlords intro-
duced temperance societies, notwithstanding their right to draw
profits from the village inn. In 1843 the Estates discussed the reform
of peasant serfdom. Through the ill-will of the government, which
desired tension between peasant and nobleman, the election of a
committee with a very limited sphere of activity was accomplished
only on the eve of the fratricidal massacre, which stained Galicia with
blood.

The work of political conspiracy developed in Galicia parallel with
all these activities The conspirators saw the main hope for liberty in
the propagation of democratic ideas and the preparation of the nation
for a future revolution. The impulse to work on these lines was given
mainly by insurgents of 1830, who settled in Galicia, or the emissaries
of the Great Emigration. Only the peasant, who was distrustful and
enticed by the Austrian officials, and the lower middle-class, with little
national consciousness, remained outside the movement. Intel-
lectuals, undergraduates and school boys, however, joined it in large
numbers, while aristocratic names were not lacking, Sons of the
foreign bureaucracy, who were becoming polonized, and many
Ruthenians, who realized also the advantage of co-operation with the
Poles, trained a whole generation of their future agents in the cata-
combs of Polish conspiracy. The Roman as well as the Uniat clergy
did not remain indifferent; the revolutionary propaganda reached
even the Austrian army. In the first years after the insurrection the
chief of the numerous revolutionary organizations was the Carbonari,
and after 1835 the leading position was taken by the ** Association of
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the Polish People” founded by the poet S. Goszezytiski. Their activity
roused the nation and made the Galician Poles conscious of the
spiritual kinship of the Austrian provinces with the rest of Poland.,
The revolutionaries also pointed out that it was necessary to solve the
peasant problem, Their ranks were swelled by patriots from classes
which often remained outside active national life, and thus they gained
many valuable individuals. A, Dunajewski, the future bishop of
Cracow, as well as Francis Smolka and F. Ziemiatkowski, the fuoture
founders and leaders of Galician democracy, served their apprentice-
ship in these revolutionary clubs.

The immediate aim of these secret associations lay not in insurrec-
tion, which was a hope kept in the background, but in the awakening
of national feeling, and of the consciousness of the importance of the
peasant question and the preparation for the struggle for independence.
Austria treated membership in them as high treason against the life
of the monarchy, and persecution was increased by the unsuccessful
expedition of J. Zaliwski, in 1833, to cause an insurrection in the
Austrian and Russian provinces and by the renewal in Miinchengratz
of the alliance of the three partitioning empires, with special clauses
directed against the Polish element. The chief persecutor was Baron
Krieg von Hochfelden, the actual ruler of the country in the name
of the incapable governor, the Archduke Ferdinand d’Este. Krieg
was a hard and ruthless bureaucrat, unscrupulous in the choice of
implements and methods. Now began an era which recalled the
Italian persecutions of which Europe learned with horror from the
memoirs of Silvio Pellico. The notorious prisons of Spielberg and
Kufstein were filled with political prisoners, who were even starved
and whipped. Polish and Ruthenian undergraduates from Sambor,
divinity students from the Roman and Greek Catholic seminaries of
Lwéw were brought to trial. The QOssolineum became a centre for the
distribution of revolutionary pamphlets, Austria did her best to
paralyse, by class hatred, the influence of the conspirators upon the
country population. Amidstan ever-growing demand forindependence,
and increasing appression, the year 1846, a year of tragedy for
Galicia, was approaching.

Tue Free Crry or Cracow

The miniature republic of Cracow, the fruit of the discord between
the partitioning empires, covered in 1815 an area of scarcely 1000
kilometres, having a population of not quite a hundred thousand. Its
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constitution, the work of Adam Czartoryski, guaranteed equality be-
fore the law, and the use of the Polish language in schools and in
administration. It gave theexecutive power to a senateand its president,
and granted the legislative and controlling functions to a parliament
of elected deputies and local dignitaries. The city enjoyed free trade
with all lands of the former republic and thus became an important
market, attracting foreign traders. The university was rescued from
decay and made accessible to the youth of all Poland. The elementary
and grammar schools were also reorganized, and literature and science
could boast of eminent representatives. Citizens of Silesia, Bohemia,
Moravia and Austria migrated to Cracow and were rapidly polonized,
and the country squires and magnates from the neighbourhood were
also drawn to the city. The local authorities restored and decorated
buildings, made new roads and improved the conditions among the
peasants on feudal estates by giving them land and transmuting field-
service into rent.

But even during its first years the republic showed certain weak=
nesses. The most dangerous was growing party strife, The struggle
for influence and especially the question of the appointment of officials
caused a split in the upper classes; between aristocracy and nobility,
chiefly former officials of the duchy of Warsaw, and the middle-class
and intelligentsia, among whom the university professots took the
lead. The leader of the first party, S. Wodzicki, linked up the small
disturbances among the undergraduates with the great ctisis in the
universities which Germany experieniced at the timie of the notorious
“persecution of demagogues”, and did not hesitate to turn for help
first to Novosiltsov and then to Metternich, thus giving to the tutelary
states an opportunity to control the Free City. Thereupon followed the
imposition of a highly injurious statute upon the university and the
nomination, of a warden in the name of Russia, In 1827, when the
candidate of the middle-class party was elected President of the
Senate, the neighbouring states annulled the election. This 'was
actually the end of the autonomy of Cracow. The November insurrec-
tion, in which the citizens played a conspicuous part, resulted in an
occupation by the Prussian army, which lasted three months and was
marked by much violence and excess. After 1831 Cracow became a
centre for the conspiracies that involved Galicia as well as the pro-
vinces annexed by Russia, For a time the most important revolu-
tionary organization in the provinces annexed by Austria, “The
Assaciation, of the Polish People, had its seat in Cracow. The govern~
ments of the oppressors answered by restrictions designed to under-
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mine the existence of the Free City. In 1833 it lost its autonomy, and
power was transferred from the parliament and senate to the Residents
of the three neighbouring states. At Teplitzin 1835 the resolution was
taken 1o incorporate the small republic into Austria at a suitable
moment. The assassination of the Russian spy, Behrens, in 1836, on
the territory of the Free City, gave a pretext for the three armies to
march in. They were not withdrawn until 1841, The censorship, the
persecutions of the police, managed by Austria, espionage and the
torturing of prisonérs as well as the decline of the economic prosperity
of the Free City, destroyed its autonomy long before the tutelary
powers had decided to end it formally.

THe PROVINCES ANNEXED BY PRUSSIA

The western part of the duchy of Warsaw granted by the Congress of
Vienna to Prussia and constituted as the Grand Duchy of Poznad,
covered an area of about 29,000 square kilometres. Its population of
about 850,000 grew in the next thirty years to about 1,340,000, It is
always difficult to obtain reliable statistics concerning the various
nationalities on {erritories torn by racial strife, where different lan-
guages are spoken, The official statement of 1846 shows some 804,000
Poles, 453,000 Germans and 81,000 Jews, who were mostly of
German nationality. As in Galicia, the large majority of the popula-~
tion, 83 per cent, were tillers of the soil, but the social structure of its
rural economy differed greatly from that of the other provinces of
Poland, Large fortunes were rare, and most estates were of medium
size. About 50 per cent of the peasants had a permanent right to the
soil either as tenants or perpetual lease-holders, The towns were in a
ruinous condition; Poznah counted in 1815 only 18,211 inhabitants,
The state of industry was desperate owing to its separation from the
Congress Kingdom by a customs cordon. The town element consisted
almost entirely of Germans who also created here and there, as for
instance in the neighbourhood of Bydgoszcz (Bromberg), dense rural
settlements. The Jews were occupied with banking, handicraft and
commerce.

The people of Poznah surpassed the people of Galicia in national
consciousness and political activity, for they had lived through the
period of the Great Parliament and the Duchy of Warsaw, as well as
through two risings against Prussia, in 1794 and 18047, in which the
peasantry, stirred up by the clergy, especially by the monks, expressed
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its patriotism as strongly as the nobility. 'This decided Prussia, after
recovering at the Congress of Vienna a part of its former possessions,
to apply a new methed of government. The manifesto of Frederick
William III of 15 May 1815, guaranteeing to the Poles the integrity
of their national status, the maintenance of the Catholic religion and
equal rights to the Polish and German languages, contained the follow-
ing words: *‘And you have a fatherland. ... You will be incorporated
into my monarchy without being required to give up your nationality.
You will have a share in the constitution which I intend to give to my
faithful subjects, and you will receive, as will all other provinces of my
country, a provincial status.” Beneath these assurances was hidden
the idea of a pact of the Polish people with the Hohenzollern State,
which was at that time not fully understood by the masses. On
the one side it promised a cessation of germanizing efforts and a
certain number of privileges to the Poles, on the other the effacing
of the tradition of the two risings against Prussia and the acknowledge-
ment as their fatherland of the Prussian share only of the former
Republic.

In accordance with this assumption, a separate coat of arms was
given to the province of Poznai, displaying the Prussian eagle with
the white eagle on its breast. The chief authorities obtained the right
to use their own seal of office and to mint small coin. The King of
Prussia took the title of Grand Duke of Poznad and there was even a
project to create, in obvious competition with the Congress Kingdom,
a separate military force. The distinctive position of the Grand Duchy
as compared with all other provinces of the monarchy was particularly
stressed by the appointment of a governor (4 functionary elsewhere
unknown), who was to play the part of political mediator between the
ruler and his new subjects. This position, which required much tact
and at the same time firmness and personal initiative, was offered to
Prince A. Radziwill, hushand of a royal princess, who had tried to
induce his compatriots to side with Prussia against Napoleon. This
great nobleman, known for his generous support of cultural and
charitable institutions, had the best intentions, but his innate timidity,
and the resistance of the local Prussian bureaucracy weakened his in-
fluence, Tt was of far greater importance that Zerboni di Sposetti was
governor-general of the province, Sposetti was a Liberal and a Free-
mason, known for his violent struggle against Hoym, the dishonest
governor of the Polish lands at the Second Partition, He was one of
the officials of Hardenberg, the chief advocate of a conciliatory policy
with regard to the Poles. At that time the Polish element gained
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access to the judiciary and the local government of the districts, the
magistrates of which, the landrats, selected by the King from three
candidates presented by the provincial assembly, were generally
Polish country squires. Polish was obligatory in elementary and
grammar schools, and mild attempts at germanization were immedi-
ately stopped by Altenstein, the Minister of Education, who explained
that to engraft foreign speech artificially “would have been an alto-
gether perverse method with regard to an individual, but would be
even more so with regard to a nation, even if it had not possessed
such a rich, individually developed and finished language as the
Poles”.

But the government action in, the social and economic sphere pro-
duced the most important results. In 1821 the Land Credit Society
was founded, which enabled the Polish landed gentry not only to
weather a bad agricultural period, but also served their economic self-
defence during the later era of germanization, when the Polish element
was ousted from all important posts. In 1823 began the great work of
the enfranchisement of the peasantry. Although Prussia, like Austria
and Russia, was actuated by the hope of using the peasant class as a
bulwark against the revolutionary clergy and gentry, the attempt to
strengthen the rural element turned to the advantage of Polish
nationalism. Only such holdings were enfranchised as could guarantee
their owner an independent existence. The indemnity to the pro-
prictor of the village was not achieved by way of a compulsory cession
of part of the peasant’s land, as in other provinces of Prussia, but
mostly by way of rent, tribute in corn or labour, Rights of way were
fixed and holdings consolidated at the same time, and the whole
difficult and complicated operation was spread over a number of
years. This produced a strong, well-organized Polish peasantry, which,
after a phase of passing gratitude to the government, became the
strongest supporter of Polish nationalism, and gave the economic life
of Poznan a more permanent foundation than existed in the other parts
of Poland. The economically weaker rural elements which were not
enfranchised soon got rid of their land and moved to towns, thus
strengthening their Polish character, or remained in the country as
landless residents, cottagers and farm-labourers.

This experiment in Polish~Prussian reconciliation did not stand the
test of time. The Prussian government did not give up the intention
of gradually establishing the predominance of German culture over
Poland. Even Sposetti confessed in a confidential letter that “the
maintenance of Polish nationality in the Grand Duchy could never be
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intended by the Prussian government, which ought to work only to-
wards its cautious extinction”. In fact the old anti-nationalist tricks
began 1o appear under the ostensibly tolerant liberalism, as the
reactionary element round Frederick William II had got the upper
hand over the supporters of Hardenberg. At the same time the fear of
Alexander’s restoration policy was dying out, In 1825 Zerboni was
succeeded by Baumann, a Prussian bureaucrat of the old type. Now
began the closing of Polish and the opening of German schools, the
introduction of German in teaching most subjects, with the creation
of German parallel classes, A similar course was followed in ad-
ministration and jutisdiction.

The policy applied at the same time in the other eastern provinces
of the monarchy still more emphatically stresses the real intentions of
the government with regard to everything Polish. The most im-
portant member of the administration of West Prussia from 1816 and
East Prussia from 1824 was Theodor Schon, who was to cause the
most irreparable losses to the Poles on the Baltic.: A vigorous ad-
ministrator with a wide outlook, he brilliantly combined liberalism
with a vehement tendency towards denationalization. He said it was
his aim “to make out of Slavs and slaves Germans and human
beings”. From the heavy taxes on West Prussian Poles, he built
several hundred purely German elementary schools. He gave govern-
ment grants exclusively to German landowners, while Polish estates
were sold at anction. The enfranchisement of peasants was carried
through in a way highly injutious to Poles, He abolished the Polish
language in jurisdiction and administration and ruthlessly persecuted
the Catholic Church.

To Danzig, a city of distinctly anti-Prussian disposition, ruined by
the continuous blockade and the siege of 1813, he gave help. He re-
constituted the corn market, restored the ruined edifices and thus
prepared the transformation of the pro-Polish commercial emporium
into a Prussian city of officials. His restoration of the castle of the
Teutonic Knights at Marienburg was symbolic. Likewise the
governor-general of Prussian Silesia, Merckel, applied rigorous
germanizing measures in the schools and administration to almost
1,500,000 Poles, By cattying through the act of enfranchisement in
favour of the powerful noble families, he ruined the great mass of the
Polish people. Poor, with little national consciousness, suffering from
frequent industrial depressions and epidemics due to malnutrition,
forced down to the position of git ggricultural and factory proletariat,
they were in danger of losin, ion and nationality, through the
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whose memoirs were to be a source of abundant inspiration to
Bismarck,

Against this systematically planned offensive, the Polish nation
spontaneously took to self-defence. Several eminent men proved that
a Pole under foreign rule may be capable not merely of plots and
insurrections, but also of rebuilding national life from its foundations.
The most prominent among the landed gentry of Great Poland was
General D. Chlapowski, a soldier of Napoleon, and-of the November
insurrection. He set the gentry a model of enlightened management
grounded on English standards; through the introduction of rotation of
crops, dairy farming, sheep-breeding, the cultivation of sugar beet and
brewing he raised immeasurably the productiveness of the land. He
educated the gentry and helped them to tide over the difficult period
of peasant enfranchisement and of Flottwell’'s persecutions. What
Chiapowski did for the gentry was done still more widely by K.
Marcinkowski for the towns. This eminent physician and philan-
thropist, a first-rate organizer and indefatigable propagator of ideas,
strove above all to create a Polish middle-class, which in time wrested
industry, commerce and the professions from the hands of Germans
and Jews. T'wo institutions owe to Marcinkowski their rise and de-~
velopment: “The Society for Help in Studies”, which educated a
legion of clergymen, physicians, lawyers and engineers, and the
*“Polish Bazaar"” in Poznat, which became a centre not only of Polish
industry and commerce, but also of social life. Another eminent Pole,
the generous Maecenas E. Raczynski, promoted the development of
literary culture. He founded the first great public library in Poznah
and edited several hundred volumes relating to Polish history and
literature, T'. Dziatyhiski, the restorer of the castle and founder of the
library in Kurnik, competed with him in this field. Before 1830, fresh
incentives were drawn from the Congress Kingdom, whete many of the
Poznan youth attended the grammar schools. Books and periodicals
from Warsaw were universally read, as the independent output of the
Poznarh province was small. In this regard the November insurrection
caused greatchanges, similarto thosein Galicia, but Flottwell, inspite of
the definiteness of his anti-Polish palicy, left open much wider oppor-
tunities for culturaleffort than Krieg. In 1834 there began at Lesznothe
publication of The Friend of the People, which influenced all the Polish
provinces under Russian rule, and in 1838 that of the most important
periodical in the Polish territories, The Literary Weekly. All over the
country societies were formed, which, under such innocent names as
“'The Amusement Club ¥, worked for the promotion of culture and edu-
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cation, organizing libraries, arranging archaeological studies, collecting
arl-treasures, spreading the knowledge of history and native literature.
The conditions under which they worked changed for the better
when Frederick William IV ascended the throne. The new sovereign,
the personal friend of members of the Poznaf aristocracy, especially
the Radziwills, and a foe to persecution, not only recalled Flottwell,
but modified his germanizing system, patched up the quarrel with
Archbishop Dunin, put an end to the oppression of the landed gentry,
and by decrees secured the rights of the Polish language. This radical
change of Flottwell’s system alarmed the two other partitioning
governments. But they soon satisfied themselves that Prussia had
changed only her method, not her fundamental aim. Frederick
William IV, enamoured of the hierarchy of caste, was willing to re-
store to the Polish gentry the right of election of landrats, if only they
would declare themselves to be an organic part of the Hohenzollern
monarchy. The new and hospitable governor-general of Poznad,
Count Arnim-Boitzenburg, was too deeply convinced of the final
victory of German culture over Polish barbarism to hasten it by irri-
tating means. In 1843 the provincial parliament, by demonstrating
the impossibility of a Polish-Prussian compromise, put an end to the
era of concessions. Nevertheless the intellectual and political life of
Poznat developed more and more brilliantly. The books on history,
philosophy and classical literature written there at that time are among
the lasting achicvements of Polish authorship. The system 'of ele-
mentary schools, greatly extended by the Prussian. administration,
thanks to the new King, came under the supervision of the Catholic
clergy and was changed from an intended instrument of germanization
into an important factor not only for awakening the national con-
sciousness of the Polish masses, but also for conquering the German
Catholic public for Polish nationalism. The growing wealth, education,
and expansion of the Polish element meant that ever wider circles
participated in the life of the nation. Towns were becoming polonized,
the artisan class was growing, the patriots were planning to transfer
their propaganda to the peasantry. When the Congress Kingdom was
declining under the iron rule of Paskevitch, when every expression of
Polish life in Galicia was spied upon and suppressed, and the Free
City of Cracow was in its death agony, the Poznati provinces, together
with the Emigration in France, became the main centre of national
energy and thought. No wonder that it gave the impulse to a new
revolutionary scheme which aimed at a simultaneous uprising of all
three parts of Poland in another armed struggle for independence.



348 PROVINCES OF AUSTRIA AND PRUSSIA

pressure of the state, the great agrarians and industrialists, and the
numerous German associations, especially Gustav-Adolf societies.
Yet, in the first half of the nineteenth century, the Polish element of
both provinces showed not only defensive strength, but also powerful
expansion. An important factor in the history of Pomerania was the
awakening of national consciousness among the Kashubes. Their
greatest writer, K. Mrongovius, who settled in Danzig, stressed the
identity of the Kashubes with the Poles. The Mazurians of East
Prussia also brought forth an ardent defender of the rights of the
Polish language in the Protestant minister Gustav Gizevius. More-
over the beginnings of a cultural and national revival may be observed
among the Poles of Upper Silesia. Among them appeared J. Lompa,
the true father of Polish literature in Upper Silesia.

While the Prussian government thus indicated that the obligations
towards Polish nationality, forced upon it by the Congress of Vienna,
were regarded as a temporary burden, the Poles of Western Poland
were far from limiting their aspirations to the Poznan province. The
psychology of the citizen of Western or Great Poland differed greatly
from that imposed upon him later by the necessity of systematic
economic struggle with the Prussian invasion. An inflammable and
revolutionary element bore with impatience the state of affairs created
by the Congress of Vienna. The Poznaih community had close sympathy
with the Congress Kingdom, despite the arbitrary laws and frontiers
of 1815. The former soldiers of Napoleon and the younger generation
created the first secret societies. These were patronized by general
H. Dgbrowski, from his estate in Winnogora. After his death in 1818
the secret “Society of Scythemen” formed in Poznah a branch of
the conspiring *“National Freemasonry” of Warsaw. Young men of
Poznaf who were students in Breslau and Berlin organized branches
of the Warsaw academic societies. The legal opposition obtained a
tribune of its own when the provincial parliament was called to life
in 1824, Besides four magnates, it contained elected representatives
of the knighthood, and representatives of the towns and villages,
Endowed with wider powers than the sham parliament in Galicia, it
showed from the first political activity, especially defending the rights
of the Polish language in the schools and in administration. The
funeral of the popular archbishop of Gniezno and Poznan, T. Wolicki,
afforded opportunity for a great manifestation of national feelmgs and
dislike of Prussia. At that time radiating centres of patriotism were
pravided by the grammar schools, which influenced even German
youth. In such a state of mind the population enthusiastically wel-
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comed the outbreak of the November insurrection. In spite of the
reluctant attitude of the dictator Chiopicki it was joined by volunteers
in crowds, Beside the students, and the gentry with their dependants
and domestics, marched artisans, many of German descent, and
peasants, egged on by the clergy. Contingents of Poznah cavalry
participated in all the more important engagements. The excitement
frequently caused outbreaks against the Prussian bureaucracy and the
immigrant settlers, The reports of the authorities state that only a con-
siderable military force on the frontier prevented more serious dis-
turbances, and in the event of an invasion of the insurrectionary army,
the countryside would certainly have taken up arms.

The failure of the insurrection inaugurated a new era in Poznat.
Once maore the impossibility of a reconciliation between the Prussian
state ideals and the Polish claims for independence became apparent.
Field-Marshal Gneisenau, who commanded the Prussian army there,
stated that the Polish provinces were vital to Prussia. His Chief of
Staff, the famous Clausewitz, wrote that for Prussia a more natural
enemy than a resurrected Poland did not exist. Somewhat later,
similar conclusions were drawn by Moltke in his juvenile work on
Poland, and by the historian Stenzel, a representative of the
*Borussian” school. This opinion gained powerful adherents in the
highest circles and caused a change in the government. The advocate
of Polish-Prussian agreement, Anton Radziwill, withdrew from the
position of governor. The management of the country was transferred
to two men whose activity marks a further stage in the development
of the anti-Polish policy from Frederick the Greatto Bismarck and the
modern Prussian extremists, The new governor-general, E. Flottwell,
an able and energetic pupil of Schon, introduced the methods tried
out in Pomerania. He took his stand against the Catholic clergy as a
polonizing and rebellious element, and quarrelled fiercely with Arch-
bishop Dunin about mixed marriages. Flottwell suppressed the monas-
teries. From their confiscated estates arose the school-fund, adminis-
tered by the state. To educate a pro-government clergy he founded
two theologlcal institutions and filled the teaching posts in the existing
-seminaries with his own men. He deprived the gentry of their former
political position, abolishing the eligibility of the landrats as well as
the autonomous office of bailiff. T'o combat revolution, healso promoted
partial equality of rights to the Jews, developed the finances, industries
and roads, made agricultural improvements and founded schools
and charitable institutions, His colleague and ardent supporter was
the commander of the Poznad army-corps, General Grolmann,






