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I INTRODUCTION.

Before considering the progress of Archaology in India during
the past twenty-five years, 1t would be worth while recording the
state of archaological studies at the beginnming of this period
Indian archeology has just completed a century of its existence,
commencing from the time when James Prmsep deciphered the
ancient Brahmi seript of India and laid the foundations of an exact
knowledge of India’s past, based on an understanding of contem-
porary records Systematic archaology, however, can be said
to have had 1ts hirth after the country had settled down subsequent
to the turmoil of the Mutiny of 1857 and with the institution of an
Archaological Department of India under the direction of General
Sir Alexander Cunningham 1mn 1862 During the first twenty years,
General Cunnmgham and his Assistants carried out an exhaustive
survey of the monuments and antiquities of Northern India and
work was started simultaneously on similar hnes 1n the Bombay and
Madras Presidencies After a short-lived expertment in 1885
of a Director General charged with the duties of conservation as
well as research, arch®ology fell under the shadow of retrenchment
m 1889, when except for an Epigraphist in Madras, a Surveyor 1n
Bombay and another in the United Provinces, India was practically
bereft of any archaological officers It was left to the determined
energy and love of antiquity of Lord Curzon to orgamze 4 proper

1 T must here record my appreciation of the valuable help I received
from Mr G Yazdam, Dr M H Krishna, Mr M B Garde, K B Sana
Ullah, Rai Bahadur Prayag Dayal, Dr Chakravarti, Mr Krnishnamacharlu,
Mr. T N Ramachandran, and Mr N G. Majumdar in the preparation of
this chapter
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Archzological Survey for the whole of India, and place it on a
sound admmmistrative and financial footing. The appomtment
of Sir John Marshall (then Mr Marshall) to the post of Director
General of Archzology 1n 1902 heralded a new era of archeeological
activity i India

During the first ten years, Sir John Marshall’s task consisted of
orgamzing, developing and perfecting the machinery of the
Archzological Survey in this country in every direction Thus
the loose-knrt Circles of India were welded together by the presence
at the centre of a single head whose existence ensured a uniform
and liberal policy i matters of research and the preservation of
monuments, as also 1n the encouragement of epigraphical studies
and the estabhishment and development of museums The 1n-
auguration of systematic excavation 1n India and the introduction
of scientafic methods as evolved 1n Greece, Italy and other Western
countries, stand to the credit of Sir John Marshall Owmng to
the fact that the previous work of the Survey under General
Cunningham was concentrated more or less on the problems of the
ancient geography of India, with particular reference to the
Buddhist sites visited by the Chinese pilgrims, 1t was at first thought
advisable by the newly constituted Survey to re-examine these
sites and control the results obtained by an earher generation of
investigators Thus excavation work was done at Rajgir, Sahet-
Mahet, Kasia, Sarnath, Mirpur Khas, Peshawar and other places
in North India, before 1t was decided to commence operations in
a more extensive and entirely unexplored field, viz , that of laving
bare the stratified remains of ancient cities and bringing to hight
material illustrative of the hife lived m these cities centuries ago
The only city sites excavated before 1912 were those of Bhita near
Allahabad where Sir John Marshall discovered well preserved
remains of houses, shops and streets, dating as far back as the
Mauryan epoch, and of Basarh, the ancient Vaiali in the Muzaftarpur
Dastrict of Bihar, where Drs Bloch and Spooner unearthed a
surprising number of 1nscribed terra-cotta seals and other antiquities
from pits dug at intervals These discoveries were the first fruits
of a policy of breaking new ground, and the rich harvest, which
has been eventually gathered during the last twenty-five years,
18 due to the steady and unceasing efforts continued by the
Survey under the direction of Sir John Marshall

In spite of over three quarters of a century’s effort in the
field of Indian antiquities, the starting pomnt of Indian archzology
m 1912 remamned unchanged and the birth of Buddha remained
a landmark beyond which Indian investigators never hoped to
penetrate In the first half of the period under review this state
of stalemate still continued, but the new light on the most
ancient civilization of India, which was thrown by the discoveries
at Mohenjodaro and Harappa in 1924, quickly transformed the
conception of Indian archzology, and the age of Indian antiquities,
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instead of bemng reckoned in centuries before the Christian era,
was at one stroke carried back several millennia before the birth
of Christ and centuries before Abraham lived The period from
1925 to 1931 (when the advent of a cycle of world depression
arrested all further progress), can be described as a boom period,
such as 1t had never been the good fortune of Indian archsology
to witness The momentum gathered by Indian archaology
during these years of activity and the status which India had
obtained 1n the nternational world of antiquity are reflected
in the keen interest taken in problems concerning India’s past
both 1n this country and abroad It 1s hoped that the financial
difficulties, which caused an abrupt cessation of activities at a time
when archzological studies had entered a most interesting phase,
have been successfully tided over and a smooth and regular course
of development 15 in store for the future

II ExcavaTions

To resume the chronicle of archaological activities from 1912,
T 1t may be stated that m this year were
axila

commenced the epoch-making excavations at
Taxila which almost continuously engaged the attention of Sir John
Marshall until his departure from India mn 1934 and which still
form his chief preoccupation i his retirement Here 18 a city
on the great highway connecting the North Indian plams with
the highlands of Central Asia and Iran, which formed, as 1t were,
the crucible in which the cultures of the mdigenous races were
blended with those of the invading races, Greek and Persian,
Scythian and Parthian, and which finds prominent mention 1n
the accounts of Greek historians and mn early Indian literature as
a wealthy city as well as a seat of learning  The high expectations
raised by the investigations at such a site have been amply fulfilled
by Sir John Marshall’s work continued for over two decades The
operations at Taxila have covered about a dozen different sites
within an area of some 25 square miles, embracing three separate
cities and more than half a dozen Buddhist establishments of con-
siderable magnitude. The earliest of the cities 1s the pre-Greek city
at the Bhir mound site which has yielded, among other early anti-
quities and objects d’art, important hoards of punch-marked comns
which have added so considerably to our knowledge of the earliest
currency of India  The most mntensive work has been done at the
site of Sirkap, which was the second city of Taxila, founded by the
Indo-Greek kings and apparently evacuated 1n the second half of the
1st century A D  The lay out of the town with the regular arrange-
ments of streets, lanes and houses has been carefully uncovered,
stratum by stratum, and thousands of cons, gold and silver
jewellery, bronze statuettes and stucco figures, domestic utensils
and other objects which were discovered have now been preserved
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m the beautiful Museum erected near the site The third and
latest city site named Sirsukh which pertams to Kushdn times
has so far been examined only partially

Among the Buddhist sites, the one nearest the city and the
most prominent and extensive 1s the Chir Tope, or Dharmarapka
Stiipa, a gigantic establishment with a lofty central Stiipa (said
to have been founded by the great A§oka), surrounded by scores of
smaller votive Stiipas, chapels, and extensive monasteries The
hills 1n the vicity of the city of Taxila provided beautiful retreats
for Buddhist monks, and the remarkable finds at the hilly suburbs
of Jauhan, Mohra Moradu and Kalawan provide ample testimony
to the way 1n which the pious citizens loved to endow their religious
establishments,

The other city site of Pataliputra, the capital of the Empire of
the Maurvas, which Dr Spooner commenced
to excavate in the same year (1912), unfortunate-
ly offers a far less favourable field to the systematic excavator
Here, the accumulation of some 20 or more feet of alluvial silt
deposited by the waters of the Ganges and 1ts tributaries makes
1t well migh mmpossible to recover the regular plans of the houses
or the lay out of the streets Dr Spooner’s work brought to hght
traces of the palace of the Mauryas, with its 1oof supported on a
hundred stone columns, which, 1t was pointed out, was based on the
prototype of the throne-room of the Achaemenian Fmperors
at Persepolis The more elaborate conclusions regarding the
influence of Iran on the early hstory of India, which Dr Spooner
based on his finds, were much eniticized at the taime, but a substratum
of truth regarding Iranian influence has found a umversal acceptance
Excavations were carried out at Bulandibagh for a number of
years, in course of which a number of wooden structures—part
of the famous palisade of the city—and a remarkable caché of terra-
cotta figurines was discovered Recently quite a wealth of
material of Maurvan age of artistic and technical importance
meluding magmficent examples of the lapidary’s art has been
brought to light from the lower levels by sewage operations carried
out mn the city of Patna, which 1t would have been almost impossible
to obtamn by regular excavations

In 1913-14 Sir John Marshall commenced his exploration at

Safichi and the site of Safichi where he laid bare the entire
Besnagar complex of Stlipas, monasteries and temples

on the upper plateau The way 1n which

these noble monuments of Buddhism—the best preserved structural
relics of this faith in the country of 1ts birth—have been conserved
reflects great credit on the Bhopal Government Within a short
distance from Safichi 1s Besnagar, comprising the rumns of the
anaent Vidiga, where work was commenced m the same year
by Dr D R Bhandarkar and was financed by the Gwalior State
Here were discovered the remains of an ancient temple of Vasudeva,

Pataliputra



DIKSHIT ° ARCHZEOLOGY 259

which 18 among the oldest of shrines dedicated to the Vaishnavite
derties
Durning the next few years (1914-1922) the Great War and the
post-war conditions proved a great handicap
thzvv?’;]:-sangll]’!::t% to the progress of research in the archazological
War period as m other saentific fields The only excava-
tions which were condueted throughout this
period were those at Taxila, where Sir John Marshall continued
to bring to light fresh groups of Buddhist Stiipas and monasteries
and extended his researches to the lower strata of the successive
cities  The site at Sarnath came in for some fresh excavation
m 1914-15 at the hands of Mr H Hargreaves, who brought to hght
some 1mportant dated sculptures of the Gupta period and a number
of unique heads and other antiquities of the Maurvan period
In 1916-17 the Royal Asiatic Society’s grant enabled Dr
Spooner to commence work at Nalanda, which
Nalanda, Miar- h,4 contmnued unabated for two decades, the
R arnath KTI;;usa’ bulk of the work being accomphshed by Mr J.
ete. " A Page The complex of Stiipas, temples and
monasteries brought to hight at Nalanda aftord a
unique nsight into the development of Buddhism in Eastern India
durmg the later centuries of its existence, and the wealth of epi-
graphical and artistic material recovered from this seat of learning
15 1ndeed remarkable In the same year Professor Bhandarkar
carried out excavations at the site of Mirpur Khas in Sind where
s1x years previously a Stlipa had been opened up by Mr Cousens
Professor Bhandarkar’s discoverv consisted of a court of votive
Stiipas and remains of monasteries dateable to the 6th century A D
In 1917-18 the late Dr Tessitori, a young Itahan scholar carned out
some 1mteresting explorations in the Bikaner State, bringing to
light some mteresting terra-cotta and ancient burial mounds, which
unfortunately have not since 1ecerved the attention of explorers  In
1918-19 some work was done at Sarnath, but archeologieal activities
were mostly at a standstill  Some more interesting discoveries from
Taxila mduding Mauryan and pre-Maurvan antiquities from the
earhest (1ty at the Bhu mound site and the exploration of a small
mound at Shalihundam i the Ganjam District by Mr A H
Longhurst are the only mentionable works
In the next year (1919-20) there was also some more work at
Taxila and Nalanda, but the nauguration
of the Reforms of 1919 opened a new chapter
i the constitution of the Department  Archseo-
logy, which was hitherto receiving divided attention from the
Provinaal and Central Governments, became the sole charge
of the Central Government from 1921 The Epigraphical Depart-
ment was entirely reorgamzed, a new Circle was started for Bengal
and Assam, and the Archaological Section of the Indian Museum,
Calcutta, was entrusted to a whole-time Supermntendent From

Arch=ology after
Reforms of 1919
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the year 1921-22 the Archsological Department began to
18sue 1ts Reports 1n a consohdated form nstead of each Circle 1ssuing
a separate publication During this year work was confined to
Jamalgarhi in the Frontier Province, where some annexes of the
Buddhist monasteries were brought to hight, and to Sarnath,
where some further work was done
The most epoch-makimg finds, which changed the course of
archeeology thereafter, were made mn 1922-23
when Mr R D Banerji excavating the rums
of a Buddlist Stiipa at Mohenjodaro 1n Sind
came upon certan seals with pictographic characters, which were
taill then known only from the site of Harappa m the Punjab
The full significance of the discovery was, however, not apparent
till the summer of 1924 when Rar Bahadur Daya Ram Sahm’s
finds from Harappa and Mr Banerp’s Mohenjodaro antiquities
were compared by Sir John Marshall, who percerving the importance
of Mr Baner)i’s discovery immediately brought the existence
of this ancient prehistoric civilization to the notice of Western
scholars As Sumenan scholars were the first to pomt out the
strniking affinities between the antiquities and particularly the
scripts found from the Indian sites with those from Southern
Mesopotamia, the newly discovered civilization was at first called
Indo-Sumenan Later, as 1t was found to be prevalent throughout
the Indus Valley, which appeared to be 1ts mamn, though not the
exclusive habitat, 1t was re-named as the Indus Valley civilization.
From the year 1924-25 onwards the Government of India
liberally financed the schemes of exploration
Increased and research m the various parts of India,
%;"‘:;‘:ion?," for (t:;lhanks to the great stimulus afforded by the
ther work at discoveries mn Smnd and the Punjab In place
Indus Valley sites of some Rs 20,000 to Rs 30,000 usually allotted
for the purpose of exploration for about
twenty years, a sum of about Rs 50,000 was sanctioned during
the year 1924-25, which was icreased to Rs1 lakh from the
year 1925.26 and Rs 2} lakhs i 1926-27 and subsequent years
In 1924-25 1t was left to the writer to take charge of the work
at Mohenjodaro after the importance of this site had been
recognized for the first time On the extensive site, which covers
about a square mile of rolling mounds, a number of trenches
were dug to expose the nature of the structures hidden The
results obtained were sufficient to demonstrate the existence of
a widespread city and the character of its antiquities, of which
over 7,000 were registered during the season  Similar opera-
tions continued at Harappa by Rai Bahadur Daya Ram Sahms
further ncreased our knowledge about the site at Harappa
During the next year almost the whole resources of the Department
were concentrated at Mohenjodaro under the personal direction
of Sir John Marshall, and several mounds were sumultaneously

Discovery of
Mohenjodaro
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explored. After 1927 work m this field was entrusted entirely
toDr. E J H Mackay, a scholar who had experience of excavations
in Egypt, Palestine and Mesopotamia, the last work with which
he was associated being the great city of Kish The results of
activities at Mohenjodaro durmmg the period up to 1927-28 have
been published n three large volumes by Sir John Marshall, while
the subsequent work at the site under Dr E J H Mackay 1s the
subject of a large monograph from the pen of the excavator. It is
difficult to summanze the extensive researches carried on at Mohen-
jodaro during & decade It may be sufficient to note that m the
name Mohenjodaro 1s epitomized the entire progress of Indian
Arch®ology during the last decade and half

Briefly, the ruins at Mohenjodaro are those of an extensive
and well-planned ecity that flourished some
time between 3100 and 2700 BC and was
deserted in the middle of the third millenmium
BC. It was never agam occupled except that a lofty mound
representing perhaps 1ts principal rehigious establishment was
rehabihitated for a few centuries after Christ, and crowned with a
Buddhist St@pa surrounded by monastic cells The excavations
have revealed a city in better preservation than any other ruins
of a later period found 1in India, and the civihization unearthed
betokens civic life 1n advance of the contemporary cities of Sumer
and Egypt The stage of culture can broadlv be expressed as
chalcohthie, although the use of stone implements was confined to
certamn forms like scrapers, while the only metals included were
gold, silver, copper and bronzes (except iron) One of the most
fascinating problems connected with the people 18 the pictographie
script employed m their personal stamp seals and other inscribed
objects, which has yet baffled the ingenuity of scholars Some
of the buildings such as the Great Bath at Mohenjodaro and the
Great Granary at Harappa are unmique, and show the advances
made m architecture The civilization seems to have been
developed bv a race of practical people with commercial instincts,
although a great advance in agriculture must have preceded the
establishment of these cities The evacuation of the city 18 held to
have been hastened by recurring mmundations of the Indus, but
invasions of other trnibes may also have been an important factor
The date of the cavihzation 18 fixed by the occurrence of definite
products of this culture in certamn dateable strata i Sumerian
sites, It has, however, not yet been possible to trace the further
stage or development of the culture and the gap of about 2,000 years
between 1ts disappearance and the advent of the Buddhist age has
not yet been successfully bridged

The work at Harappa was continued from the year 1926-27
onwards by Pandit M 8 Vats at the pomt
where 1t was left by Rai Bahadur Sahni. The
results of his researches are comprnsed mn a

Mohenjodaro
and Harappa

Further work
at Harappa
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Monograph of considerable size, which 1s shortly expected to be
sent to the press Among the most important finds at Harappa
may be mentioned the remains of an ancient bunal ground 1n two
strata, which has added considerably to our knowledge of this
ancient culture

In 1925-26 Mr Hargreaves explored several sites in Baluchistan
mcluding a very interesting site named Nal,
where from an ancient cemetery he found poly-
chrome pottery of an entirely different type
which throws important sidelight on the eivihzation of the Indus
Valley The work in Baluchistan was further continued by Sir
Aurel Sten in the vears 1927-28 and 1928-29, and a large number
of sites including some with marked affimty to the Indus Valley
sites were discovered The work of this veteran and indefatigable
scholar, who 18 still exploring 1n Southern Iran, has brought to hight
more material in this tract, so as to complete the chain of ancient
culture from India to Sumer and makes 1t possible to frame a
reasonable groundwork of the ancient history or prehistory of
Western Asia

The extension of the Indus Vallev civihization was followed
i other directions bv different investigators
Antiquities almost exactlv comparable to the
types found at Mohenjodaro and Harappa
have been discovered bv Mr Vats at Rangpur in the Limbdi State
of Kathiawar and at Kotla Nihang 1n the Ambala District of the
Punjab  Within the boundaries of Sind 1tself the work of Mr N G
Majumdar has brought to light over 20 chalcolithic sites. mostly
on the right bank of the Indus and in particular in the hilly regions
between the Indus and the Khirthar range Promment among
these sites are Amri (which vielded a new pale-ware culture below
the black on red pottery of the Mohenjodaro epoch), Lohumjodaro,
(with a later phase of the Indus culture), Manchhar lake sites
(where a lake-dwelling section of the Indus culture was found),
Al Murad (an extensive settlement near the Khirthar hills), Damb
Buthi (where a prehistoric burial site was found), Pandi Waht
and Chauro Land: (whence came a fine polvchrome pottery) and
Kohtras-buth1 (where a fortified hill settlement of prehistorie
times was located)

The only important site on the left bank of the Indus discovered
by Mr N G Majumdar is Chanhudaro in Nawab-
shah District, which has since been the scene of
activittes of the first Expedition from abroad, working with a
license under the provisions of the newly amended Ancient Monu-
ments Preservation Act This was the Expedition orgamized by
the American School of Indic and Iraman Research and the Boston
Museum, and directed in the field by Dr Mackay The first
season’s work i 1935-36 was highly mteresting and frnntful,
several important results from the stratigraphical pomnt having

Explorations
in Baluchistan

Prehistoric Sur-
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been achieved and interesting finds having been made This
work has not unfortunately been resumed
Very recently a number of sites in the Central Punjab have
been reported and with more extended investi-
gation 1n Rajputana and the upper Gangetic
valley 1t 18 hoped that the influence of the
Indus civilization will be found to have extended over a much
wider area than was at one time supposed The greatest hopes of
the future are centred i the Gangetic valley, where hundreds of
unexplored sites are still awaitmg examination, which must hold
the secret of the course of India’s civilization durmg the period
intervening between the prehistoric and the historic periods,
still separated by an unbridged gulf of some 2,000 years
Unfortunately the preoccupations m Sind and Punjab prevented
any attention being devoted to the almost virgin field awaiting the
explorer 1 the heart of Hindustan, but 1t 1s expected to commence
work here at an early date
The mcreased amount available for field research 1n the latter
half of the third decade made it possible to
extend the scope of excavation to the Province
of Bengal which had almost been untouched The most prominent
site 1n Bengal 18 that at Paharpur, where work was begun as early
as 1923 but was regularly taken m hand for excavation from 1925-26
The discoveries at this place consist of a gigantic monastic establish-
ment of the Péla period surrounding a towering four-storeyed
temple, the walls of which were embellished by stone reliefs and
terra-cottas throwing new hight on the early history of art i1n Bengal
The work was continued almost wholly by the writer up to the
vear 1933-34, in which year a later temple complex with a number
of important mmor objects was brought to hight Work in Bengal
was also extended to an important city site, viz , Mahasthan, the
ancient capital of North Bengal, during the season of 1928-29,
when 1mportant results werte achieved Recently an outlying
mound 1n the suburb of the city has been excavated and found to
contain a large temple supported on a number of walls with a
curious honey-combed appearance Work on a small scale has
also been done at the sites of Baigram in Dinajpur District, Mahanad
in Hoogly District and Rangamati in Murshidabad District, but
owmg to the humidity and subsoil water 1n Bengal 1t seems very
unlikely that any excavation can successfully be extended to the
remains of a date earlier than the Christian era  The earhest site 1n
Bengal brought to hight only a few months ago 1s a late neolithic
site near Durgapur m Burdwan District, which 18 being examined
during the present season
In Bihar, besides the great work at Nilanda and Pataliputra
Bihar referred to above, the sites of Launya
Nandangarh i the District of Champaran and
Rajgir in Patna District have been recently taken in hand At the
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